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GREAT 

CHICKEN! 



A AAA les, it’s DOUBLE-CRISP, and tender-juicy too! If you like tasty 
g chieken, baked just right, you’ll want to try this. Cooked and 

served fresh, packed in a handy take-out box. You’ll find it at... 


Exquisite California & Imported Wines 


Minor Market 

Bishop’s finest foods and spirits # Imports m 3100 West Line Street 
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COVER: 

Cameraman Dave Butler cf 
CVP-12 zooms in on the 
action at a broadcasting 
of a Bishop City Council 
meeting . See page 14 for 
more on the media boom . 
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FORUM 

An Olancha reader says trying to 
eradicate the use of marijuana is 
like "trying to put out a fire with 
gasoline." 



YOUR DOLLARS 

If the MX missile system becomes 
reality in western states, cement 
stocks stand to do some skyrocket¬ 
ing of their own. 


VIEW FROM 
lO THE RIGHT 

HHRHRHR Columnist Paul Payne on criminal justice 



MEDIA BOOM 

A'media explosion of sorts finds new 
publications cropping up all over 
Inyo-Mono while a new breed of re¬ 
porters take their places. 



EDUCATION 

Are Inyo-Mono youngsters being.given 
the instruction they need to be pro¬ 
ductive? Benett Kessler takes a look 
into the situation in local classrooms. 



READY.FOR WAR? 

Lt. Col John Guy, formerly of the 
Mountain Warfare Training Center, 
thinks the military is not well pre¬ 
pared for a national emergency. 



WATER TROUBLES 

With a Water Commission only a few 
months old, one rancher-commissioner 
has already resigned due to a conflict 
of interest. 



WALLY’S VIEW 

The Mono Muckraker takes on the 
local judicial system and says 
that it helps to have friends in 
high places. 



NOTES FROM 

B.K. talks about some changes 
on the news service staff; 
rumors of a new bank and a name 
game at the Inyo courthouse. 

















thru April 12! 


PRIZES EVERY WEEK ! 

Topaz Lodge will pay $1 per ounce 
for the biggest Rainbow caught 
each week - or a choice of a rod 
and reel . 

BIG GRAND PRIZE, TOO ! 

The over-all winner of the Rain¬ 
bow Derby will receive a $10-per 
ounce prize for the biggest fish 
of the compe ti ti on . 

STILL MORE PRIZES ! 


Whether you fish or not , you'll always 
enjoy Topaz Lodge's Friday Seafood Buffet and the 
Sunday Family-style Spaghetti Dinner, including 
salad, garlic toast, spaghetti and meat sauce, 
only $1.99! Starts at 4 pm each Sunday. 



FUN HOLIDAY! SPEND A DAY, A WEEKEND, OR A WEEK AT TOPAZ LODGE! 
For more information call your Topaz host, Craig Soper, at.... 

( 702 ) 266-3339 


You will also receive chances 
in big drawings for fishing 
equipment! 


You'll enjoy Topaz Lodge hospitality - 
only ha 1f-a-tank from most Inyo and Mono commun¬ 
ities. Excellent dining, inexpensive accomodat¬ 
ions, real Nevada-style entertainment! 
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YOUR ONLY LOCALLY- 
OWNED OFFICE IN 
SOUTHERN INYO. . . 
SERVING SOUTHERN INYO 


Mountain view: Beautiful mobile home, 
three bedroom, two bath, over 1500 
square feet in a park with view of 
the Sierra. $47,500. 

Deluxe home: In the Alabama Hills, 
custom throughout, zoned for horses 
wi th over an acre. 

On the Creek: 1 .6 acres with cozy 
cottage in the Alabama Hills. 

...And a lot more! Call today... 

Call 876-4121 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN, owner - broker 

Pat Roberts, Lynne Kaunert, 
associates 


GhIuijl. 

WZ\ 


1=3-1II1 Cm\ We’re Here For You. 

310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 876-4121 




CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY 

Quality Craftsmanship Moderately Priced 


Biggest Selection 
of Decorator 
Fabrics in 
the 


Owens Va 


ley 



REPAIRS OF ALL KINDS 


The hand of a professional is never more apparent than in 
a well-upholstered chair. 

• Free Estimates • Free Pickup & Delivery 

Serving Owens Valley Since 1950 

Rendon ^Furniture & 175 


Flpholslerij Company 


E. 

PINE 

Ph. S73-469S 

BISHOP 


i Member Bishop & I 


h Chamber of ( 





Complete 
service, repair 
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INSTALL ECONOMICAL, 
ENERGY-EFFICIENT 
HEATING FROM 

MEET METAL 

pOOR’S 



Now available: New Flex Duct 

machine 

PRODUCING ALUMINUM PIPE FROM 3" TO 16" 


872-7111 

GORDON SPOOR 
186 WILLOW ST. 

BISHOP 

STATE LlC. NO. 252858 

















































'FORUM 




The News-Letter welcomes readers' letters and comments relevant to pub¬ 

lic issues. Letters should be brief and concisely stated. The editors 
remind readers that publication of a letter does not necessarily imply 
either the editor's agreement with its content, or its accuracy. Address 
letters to PO Box 531, Independence, California 93526. 


John Heston, editor 


WALLY'S 'MAFIA' ONLY A 
BUNCH OF HIGH FLYERS? 

Dear Editor - 

In your December, 1980 issue, 
Wally Charleston made statements 
about E.L. Maner's 'Watchdog 
Committee'. As a member of this 
committee I feel they deserve 
comment. 

1. Since E.L.'s installation 
we have held regular meetings 
every Monday noon at the Cap¬ 
tain's Table in Mammoth Lakes. 
This fact as well as how to con¬ 
tact members of the Committee 
was reported in the Review. 

2. The name w&s changed to 
'District Five Citizen's Advis¬ 
ory Committee' to accurately re¬ 
flect the complete purpose of 
the Committee. This includes 
the ability for District Five 
constituents to input to their 
supervisor; something we feel 
was lacking previously. 

3. E.L. received about 2/3's 
of the vote for his office. I 
feel this is approximately re¬ 
flected in the make-up of the 
Committee. 

4. The Review’s Mrs. Murphy 
was not referring to this Com¬ 
mittee when she used the expres¬ 
sion 'Maner's Mafia'. This was 

a 'tongue-in-cheek' reference 
to several of us who share 
E.L.'s interest in flying. If 
Charleston had any altruistic 
or public-interest motives, or 
any fact-finding ability he 
could easily have learned the 
correct information. 

I see you have a featured 
column titled 'View from the 
Right'. To achieve balance you 
should re-title Charleston's 
column 'View from the Wrong'. 

James M. Stewart 
Mammoth Lakes 


Editor's note: A check with 
Mammoth Publisher Jay Cole 
reveals that indeed Mr. Stew¬ 
art is correct about "Mrs. 
Murphy's" intent and the 
general tone and thrust of 
her column. Although News- 
Letter is not quite ready 
to re-name Mr. Charleston's 
column as suggested, the 
editor extends a light 
slap on the wrist to his 
Mammoth columnist. Our thanks 
to reader Stewart for (1) 
his interest, and (2) his 
effort at keeping us honest. 


FROM OLANCHA'S GRASS-LANDS, 
A WORD ABOUT KIDS AND DOPE 


Dear Sir: 

I have been reading your 
News-Letter as often as I can 
find it. The only place I find 
it available is at Joseph's in 
Lone Pine. 

While I have always found it 
interesting, I have to suggest 
that it is becoming more and more 
biased and less and less infor¬ 
mative. I sincerely believe that 
one is the cause of the other. 

I know that it would be very 
unpopular to print opposition to 
the "Kids and Dope" feature in 
your. December,issue, but I am 
willing to have my name put on 
it, if you are willing to print 
it. 

The following is the answer 
to the so-called problem, as the 
"silent majority" see it. 

Allen H. Weston 
Olancha 

(Editor's note: News- 
Letter is happy to publish 
reader Weston's thoughts 
and although scientific 
studies conclude that his 
basic premise is incorrect, 
his is a popularly-heId 
view among many of today's 
self indulgent youth. 

Weston's piece, edited 
only to correct spelling, 
follows:) 


The current drive to eradicate 
the use of marijuana is and will 
be as unsuccessful as trying to 
put out a fire with a bucket of 
gasoline. 

Frequent arrests and social 
demeaning of people who use any 
drug, whether it be alcohol or 
heroine is more of a cause than 
a cure. Anytime you try to tell 
anyone that if they don't do 
anything, or that if they don't 
look at the world exactly as you 
do, you are going to "punish" 
them, there is no doubt that 
their response will be negative. 
Religious theories of the free 
agency of man and the constitu¬ 
tional edict of individual free¬ 
dom are based on this principle. 

This being true, it is some¬ 
what absurd to place the respon¬ 
sibility of correcting what is 
being called a "problem" such as 
"dope" in the hands of law en¬ 
forcement. I firmly believe that 
law enforcement is more of a 
cause than a help. 

To start with, parents and 


teachers should realize that the 
youth of today, even if they lack 
the experience to act according 
to the norm, definitely possess 
the courage to live their lives 
according to that knowledge which 
they do possess. Parents should 
never assume that their children 
will do as they say without that 
conviction that what they say is 
correct. 

To lie to today's youth about 
marijuana only demonstrates that 
you as parents are the ones who 
are ignorant. 

To start with, anyone who 
doesn't admit that alcohol is far 
more damaging, both physically 
and socially than marijuana is 
lying, or is just plain ignorant. 
People die on the highways, in 
bars, and in family disputes, 
from the over-use of alcohol, yet 
alcohol remains legal and even 
socially accepted. 

Sgt. Lewis and Sgt. Clyde 
George have alerted the public 
that 80% of the high school stu¬ 
dents use marijuana, yet we nev¬ 
er hear that such use has resul¬ 
ted in any of the deaths mention¬ 
ed above, because while they have 
alerted the public to what they 
call a major problem, they have 
failed to educate the public to 
the true effects of marijuana. 

Marijuana doesn't cause dis¬ 
orientation or aggressive behav¬ 
iour. Quite to the contrary. 
Marijuana is a mind expanding 
drug which encourages thought, 
and peaceful meditation. When 
young people use hard drugs 
such as prescription pills, an¬ 
gel dust, L.S.D., heroin etc., 
they do so mostly because what 
they prefer to use is just not 
available. Parents who allow 
their youth to drink alcohol, 
but are adamant against the use 
of marijuana, are just not put¬ 
ting their own values into per¬ 
spective . 

While I personally under¬ 
stand that it is good to bring 
the question of "dope" to a 
public quorum, I also feel it 
is wrong, because the right of 
dissent isn't taken into consi¬ 
deration. Without dissenting o- 
pinion, youth and adults alike 
will form dissent in their own 
minds, and nothing will change. 

I agree that there are prob¬ 
lems, but we had better find 
out just what the problems are 
"before" we try to solve them. 
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Whales: 

The Tragic Facts 


(Editor 1 s note: Again this year the International Whaling Commission meets to set 
"quotas" on whale killing. The US' Whale Protection Fund seeks public help in pres¬ 
suring Russia and japan into voting for a whaling moratorium.) 


The killing of whales is, perhaps, mankind s darkest 
hour. These magnificent creatures, which have taken 
millions of years to evolve, are being mercilessly 
hunted and slaughtered by Japan the Soviet Union, 
South Korea. Iceland and a handful of other nations 
m defiance of a call for a world-wide whaling 
moratorium. Here are some of the grim facts of 
whale killing. 

1. Modern whaling is big business. Huge convoys of 
ships roam the seas surrounding Antarctica searching 
for their prey. These fleets are equipped with sonar, 
helicopters, long-range harpoons and factory ships 
which can reduce a 30-foot whale to a memory in less 
than one hour. 

2 Whaling is not humane. Although searching for 
whales is highly sophisticated, the actual whale killing 
is barbaric. The whale is killed by a 200-pound, 
six-foot-long iron harpoon, shot from a 90 mm 
cannon. And for the small minke whale, rather than 
spoil" the meat with an explosive harpoon, several 
"cold” harpoons are used to make the catch more 
profitable while prolonging the agony of death. 


3. Whales are slaughtered to provide products for 
which there are substitutes. Whales are killed for 
animal feed, industrial oils, fertilizer, perfume, soap, 
shampoo, gelatine and margarine, to name just a few. 
Inexpensive and plentiful substitutes exist for each of 
these whale by-products. 

4 The rate of whale killing during the past 10 years 
has been alarming. On the average, one whale is 
killed every 25 minutes—over 58 every day. During 
1980-81 almost 20,000 whales will be killed. And all 
ten species of great whales have been reduced to the 
point where each is threatened, in varying degrees, 
with extinction. 

Many of the world’s great whales are, literally, fading out 
of the picture. We need your immediate help if we are to 
protect the remaining whales from the whaler's 
harpoons. Please help us to work for a total end to 
commercial whaling by signing a petition and sending 
your tax-deductible contribution to: 

The Whale Protection Fund 
% Center for Environmental Education 
1925 K Street, N.W. 

Washington, D C. 20006 


The annual “kill” figures indicated only represent the ' quotas" established by the International Whaling Commission. 
However, "pirate" whaling ships, operating outside of the limited control of the IWC, slaughter an additional 4,000- 
5,000 whales per year —frequently killing nursing mothers and their young, as well as the most severely endangered 
species of whales. 


Here are some interesting facts about whales: 

• Trie largest creatures on earth, whales are 
warm-blooded mammals. They are not fish and need 
to breathe air to live. Most are gentle, even playful, 
both among themselves and around man. 

• Whales travel in herds, often migrating year after year 
to the same areas. 

• Whales can communicate with each other by creating 
a series of high pitched noises which sound like 
singing, and can be heard in open waters more than 
200 miles away. 

• The blue whale is the largest of all whales: 

• larger than 30 elephants 

• it weighs more than 2,000 people 

• its heart weighs 1200 pounds 

• its tongue weighs Vz ton 

• some arteries are so large a small child could crawl 


through them 

• a newborn calf weighs 2 tons and is 25 feet long 

• Whales normally "cruise” at about 6 knots — 
approximately twice as fast as a person usually walks 
They are capable, in short bursts, of speeds up to 
15-20 knots and have been known to pace large 
ocean liners. 

• The brain of the sperm whale is, perhaps, the most 
complex brain ever evolved on earth And there is no 
doubt that these complicated brains are used for 
intelligent, complex communications. 


("Thinking on 
Things " continues 
on the next page) 
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— Thinking on Things 


LEA 



POEMS 


Unresigned 


I like to think about people who care 
about their fellows; 
care about this shrunken world 
so eaten up by the greedy ones. 

Care that children of today 
will never enjoy the bounty 
we have accepted without question. 

Will never see certain animals 
who are now dying out in zoos; 
whose own children may never see 
an elephant or a tiger. 

We send our pitiful little dollar 
to keep the whales and dolphins living, 
and write letters to foreign governments 
begging them to stop their killing; 
and we go on, hoping, despairing. 

I like to think there is someone out there 
who does care that many drive imsafe cars. 

I blush for those who belittle 
their efforts; 

who lobby Congress to shelve such bills. 

The auto industry knows it may forget 
safety measures for a while. 

Air bags, for example; no sense in 
holding back profits. 

Elections must be financed by profits. 

I like to think of the 
strong fighting spirits 
of women 

whose rights may be lost for 
four more years. 

But women do not resign, 

they continue to work, stoking fires, 

knowing progress must not grow cold. 

I will tell my granddaughters to say, 

'■This one is for Lea, " as they toast 
our future victory. 

I have joy now at the thought of it. 

I like to think that for all who do not care 
about the less fortunate, 
there are those who have a selfless love 
for humanity. 

Those who will not forget the woman 
raising her children with only the help 


society grudgingly provides. 

Those who care that these children 

cannot get proper nutrition 

on the meager fare of food-stamp food. 

I like to think of people 
who have compassion. 

They are my hope for the future. 

- LEA KARRAS 



Peonies 


never such a flower 

had to feel them 

couldnt be real 

ruffled pale magnificence 

so i asked the -woman 

if i could have some tomorrow 

sure very early i picked a few 

she was not awake 

pastel tumbling blossoms 

unearthly 

put in vases on tables 
for my party 

at my door she stood there angry 
no one touches my peonies 
how dare you pick them 
innocent lovliness of the flowers 
heard her 

silent in their cut glass bowls 
- GABRIELLE WAUGH 
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Liquidambar 




Lovely tree, your name roVls on my tongue, 
a pale fragrance of maple. 

Spring-green garments cling to sensualize 
the whiteness left for April. 

Aweave with wind, passion and tremor, 

slivery whispers swallowed by the sod; 

you glory in the darkness and the light 
impervious to man's laws made for God. 

Now, fall leaves dance round your young form 
to a palette background of sapphire. 

Did ocean speck alone evolve perfection 
with seasons' promises of new attire? 

You undress gently, waft your burnished coat, 
prepare the sleep of your infinity. 

I'll guard your bonewhite skeleton with love, 
and feast upon the winter of your nudity. 

- Lea Karras 




* when i go out 
with the artists 

} when i go out with the artists 
it restores my soul 
we sit in pastures 
among flaming autumn trees 
painting in silence 
blessed comfort of color 
upon the pale canvas 
gathering together hungry 
we talk 

of using grey purple against bright pink 
of leaving a space between roof and tree 
admire or correct anothers work 
when i go out with the artists 
' my cup runneth over 

- gabrielle waugh 
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Santayana... 
is "some kind of 
wind that starts 
W fires in Orange 
County." 


Elsewhere in these pages the reader will find 
(perhaps to his dismay) a lengthy report on the 
state (not good) of "education," or the lack of 
it, in the schools of the Eastern Sierra. The 
story - actually a lament - was carefully glean¬ 
ed from the fields of local school districts by 
News-Letter's concerned columnist and radio re¬ 
porter, Benett Kessler. Kessler herself, though 
not too many years out of school, demonstrates in 
her own life that to be young is not necessarily 
to be uneducated - though according to her report 
on the dismal direction education is taking, 

"youth" and "illiteracy" , if not precisely synonym¬ 
ous, live ever more closely together these days in 
a kind of slough of sloth and self-indulgence. 

Unfortunately, many of the parents of the young¬ 
sters involved are themselves not so well educated 
as to bother to read much beyond the first few 
paragraphs. Often their own interests - and read¬ 
ing levels - go no further than the sports pages. 

★ ★ ★ 

The implications of the Kessler story should 
and will burst shatteringly upon the minds of the 
intelligent and the concerned, for these are the 
ones, themselves "educated", who understand the 
broader social aspects of generalized illiteracy 
and self-indulgence among youth. They have a sense 
of history, and they are more concerned with what 


happens in the science and art departments than 
occurs (with brutalizing effect) on the football 
field. They also understand the need, now a des¬ 
perate one, for ethics and aesthetics in sustain¬ 
ing culture and country. When they speak out, 
though, no one that holds the purse strings seems 
to have an ear tuned (by way of educated insight) 
to what they have to say. 

* * * 

Why are the kids - and "kids" is what they are 
- so turned off by our present processes of educa¬ 
tion? 

George Santayana had something to say about it 
in his turn-of-the-century collection of Harvard 
essays. The Sense of Beauty: 

•! Things are interesting because we care a - 

bout them, and important because we need 
them. Had our perceptions no connections 
with our pleasures, we should soon close 
our eyes on this world; if our intelligence 
were of no service to our passions, we 
should come to doubt, in the lazy freedom of 
reverie, whether two and two make four. 

(By way of footnote here we might say that of 
23 college graduates asked about Santayana, only 
one under 35 had ever heard of him, another 
thought he was a town in southern California, an¬ 
other thought him to be some kind of Indian war- 
-f Continued next page - 
















































Random Thoughts Continued 

rior, and yet another believed Santayana was "some 
kind of wind that causes fires in Orange County.") 

If our "interests", in the Santayana meaning of 
the term, are purely recreational, profit and 
pleasure oriented, and if our "needs" in that same 
sense are purely self-indulgent, then "education" 
is truly on its way out. 

If our "passions" are already fulfilled (Kes- 
ler writes about the Inyo-Mono kids' scot-free in¬ 
dulgences in dope, alcohol, sex, cars, etc.) then 
we need no educational background or insights to 
acquire those things, so who needs "school"? San¬ 
tayana mentions the "lazy freedom of reverie" - 
a half century before television's ratings-orient- 
ed, nonsensical pap. 

Where are we headed? The answer would cause 
alarm in a society better educated than ours: 
Perhaps toward a kind of Roman decay, or worse 
still, a truly "elitist" society. The latter con¬ 
dition, or one similar to it, can actually occur, 
or may already be occurring. For, after all, even 
as Kessler states, there remain "a few" who are 
"smart," who do study and who do learn, but only 
in the purely technical sense, since "ethics"is 
no longer a part of the curriculum, nor is "reli¬ 
gion." 

Without ethical direction the "smart" ones and 
the "educated" ones (tomorrow's corporate elite? 

- or tomorrow's political PR people?) will un-. 
doubtedly know enough to enslave the ignorant and 
unconcerned ones, or those weakened by dope or 
other consciousness-lowering substances. 

* * * 

We have pampered and spoiled and indulged our 
youth beyond imagining. (Even as Kessler worked 
on her story thoughtless and ignorant high school 
boys, one of them the son of a public official, 
had nothing better to do at 9:30 p.m. than to be 
knocking on doors - then running away yelling ob¬ 
scenities - in an otherwise peaceful neighbor¬ 
hood .) 

Maybe we need another real jolt. Back in the 
somnolent and social do-nothing days of the Ei¬ 
senhower administration (Ike promised - and de¬ 
livered - nothing more than his campaign pledge, 
"Peace and Prosperity"), the Russians stole a 
march on us: Before we could get to the drawing 
board, or even understand the need for a drawing 
board, the USSR launched a first space satellite, 
the "Sputnick." It shook us out of our educational 
slough of despond and into a renewed awareness of 
the need for engineers and physics - science. 

Intmerchant terms that shock brought us quite a 
distance. But socially, it accomplished practical¬ 
ly nothing, people continued to starve, but it did 
create a dandy industrial-military complex which 
alarmed even the complacent Ike. 

Finally, it may be that "education" and its 
proper applications and uses are dependent first 
upon a social morality and sense of ethics. It is 
physically and psychologically impossible to 
"learn" without a controlled discipline in the 
classroom. And it is physically and psychologi¬ 
cally impossible to apply "education" in other 
than socially harmful ways without a social disci¬ 
pline and morality. 

"Spare the rod and spoil the child" 

"As the twig is bent, so grows the tree." 

Sagely words from sagely lips, those - but who 
reads the stuff of which sages are made? 

It is said that a two-by-four is necessary to 
get the attention of a jackass. It may follow, 
then, that the "hickory stick" may be required to 
get the attention of a brat. 

For awhile at least, maybe we should reinstate 
"the rod" as an audio-visual-tangible teaching 
aid. 

** * 

What are the solutions? A few largely unheard 


and unsung contemporary thinkers and educators 
have provided a few suggestions with which News- 
Letter agrees: 

2. Quit underestimating kids' ability to 
learn; they can handle Plato, Shakespeare, 

"the classics," etc. 

2. Limit television watching to a few 
"good 11 shows a week. 

3. Demand that team athletes maintain a 
B-plus average in scholastic work, or bump 
them off the team. 

4. Re-establish the pass-fail policy in 
school work. Advance students according to 
merit, fail those who won't study and apply 
themselves. 

5. Assign "homework" for every class, 
every day, with heavy emphasis on the writ¬ 
ing of themes and essays. 

6. Establish early curfews which keep kids 
off the streets. 

7. Limit automobile ownership, thus effect¬ 
ing a savings of fuel and a conservation of 
energy. 

8. Provide mandatory jail sentences for 
anyone who "sells, delivers or conveys" any 
alcoholic beverage or narcotic to anyone 
under 21 years old. 

9. Fire, or re-educate, permissive educa¬ 
tors or teachers not tough enough to main¬ 
tain order and respect in classrooms or on 
school grounds. Test the writing-spe11ing 
proficiency of all teachers. 

10. Allocate educational funds according to 
scholastic performance averages that would 
be measured by written examinations by the 
state. 

*** 

Sound tough? Well, maybe, but think about this 
one: The elected leaders of the 1990's will proba¬ 
bly serve you better, and more honestly, if they 
can write a simple english sentence and if they 
know something of ethics. They are the people who 
will largely direct and influence your life and 
your pocketbook in the years to come. 

-JH 


BOOKS LEA KARBAS 


a glorious third by Cynthia Propper Seton 
(W. W. Norton & Co., $8.95) 

A little jolt to take our feet off the beaten 
track and turn us in a slightly different direc¬ 
tion often affords a delightful change of scen¬ 
ery. Such is the effect Seton achieves with her 
latest novel, a glorious third. 

The title refers to the last third of a wo¬ 
man's life which the heroine, Cecilia, is deter¬ 
mined shall be lived her way. 

The feminist viewpoint follows us around as 
we read, but the nudge off the usual "woman 
question" track is led up to and finally artic¬ 
ulated by Cecilia saying she believes one must 
"...restore the dignity of private life." She 
shrinks from having her own life spread out for 
the world to approve or disapprove. 

This book, while it does not delve deeply 
into characterization, does enough to have us 
enjoy Cecilia's moments of assertiveness and 
feel anger when she backs down and allows other 
women to run her life. 

Seton holds our attention and writes with a 
dry humor we can catch only if we are alert. 
Enjoyable reading. Her puns also are there very 
tongue-in-cheek, and fun to find for yourself. 

- LK 
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GOOD GUYS VERSUS BAD GUYS 


In movie melodramas, the hero¬ 
es and villains wore white or 
black hats, respectively, to dis¬ 
tinguish themselves from each 
other. While not as clear-cut as 
those battles between good and 
evil, today’s stock market skirm¬ 
ishes for supremacy have arrayed 
the interest-sensitive Good Guys 
against the commodity-oriented 
Bad Guys. 

If the interest-sensitive 
group prevails, presumably this 
virtuous triumph would represent 
success in reducing inflation 
and interest rates, restoring fi¬ 
nancial liquidity, movement to¬ 
ward a balanced budget and fiscal 
responsibility, a stronger dollar, 
better control over growth of the 
money supply, reduced government 
spending accompanying a reasoned 
new tax package, etc., etc. 

This litany of desirable goals 
is in sharp contrast with the 
type of developments that might 
now accompany the return of com¬ 
modity issues to the top of the 
hit parade. The latter might in¬ 
clude runaway price inflation, 
excessive credit demands, depre¬ 
ciating currency, shortages and 
hoarding, and a lot of other un¬ 
desirable offshoots. 

In the current market drift, 
neither sector is making much 
upside headway. However, slowly 
and surely since November the 


interest-sensitive sector has 
overcome continued skepticism and 
has supplanted the pro-inflation 
group as the market leader. Since 
this has been achieved in the 
face of a continuing chorus of 
forecasts of higher interest 
rates and against a backdrop of 
slightly stronger economic num¬ 
bers and money growth than or¬ 
iginally projected, it is a par¬ 
ticularly noteworthy accomplish¬ 
ment. As such, it justifies our 
continued enthusiasm for inter¬ 
est-sensitive and defensive con¬ 
sumer growth stocks until they 
become more universally endors¬ 
ed and fully priced. 

FOR INYO-MONO RESIDENTS: A 
POSSIBLE MX BENEFIT. 

There's no doubt that Lone 
Star Industires is the biggest 
producer of cement in the Uni¬ 
ted States. Management is so 
committed to the belief that 
cement demand is going to grow 
rapidly in this decade that it 
sold off all its money-making 
do-it-yourself home repair out¬ 
lets and put the proceeds into 
cement and related products. The 
company acquired Utah Portland 
Cement of Salt Lake City, enter¬ 
ing a new and potentially dynamic 

(Mr. Taylor is manager of the 

Bishop office of Dean Witter 

Reynolds, Inc.) 

market. Since the proposed site 
of the MX missile complex is near 
or in parts of Utah, Nevada, and 
Arizona, and since the amount of 
cement that will be needed for 
the dispersal range will far ex¬ 
ceed the amount of cement used 
in building the Hoover Dam, Lone 
Star could be an important bene¬ 
ficiary of the MX program. 


We recommend the purchase of 
Lone Star Industries at (33 5/8) 
(as the month opened) for the 
long pull. We estimate earnings 
per share of about $5.20 for 1980 
and anticipate $5.60 for 1981. 
Thereafter, Lone Star's earnings 
should grow dynamically, perhaps 
reaching $10 a share by 1985. 

ENERGY NOTES FOR THE EIGHTIES: 

American oil and natural 
gas production is up. Oil 
output in the lower 48 
states - which has been on 
a downward trend since 1970 
- is much closer to stabiliz¬ 
ing now than in the last sev¬ 
eral years. 

Oil and gas drilling is 
breaking all-time records. 

Coal production is rising 
faster than expected one year 
ago, although the unexpected 
increase may be due to high¬ 
er exports and stockpiling 
rather than to higher domes¬ 
tic consumption. 

Many different shale and 
other synfuel projects are 
under way. 

Americans were using seven 
percent less oil in 1980 
than in 1979. 

Oil imports are running well 
below a year ago. Two months 
ago, imports reached the low¬ 
est October level since 1975. 

The above data is from the 
American Petroleum Institutes 
year-end report which went on to 
conclude, "If this country de¬ 
cides now to keep moving in the 
right direction, we Americans can 
turn the promising signs of 1980 
production and consumption into 
sharply lower oil imports for the 
1990's." 


Be 

your 

own 

boss. 


Realize your ambitions through 
the Shaklee Opportunity. Over 
20 years of proven success through 
sharing Shaklee Nature-inspired 
products. Your local Independent 
Shaklee Distributor provides 
complete training. Build your 
future by motivating others. 

Earn a good income, Bonus Car 
and convention travel. For 
your interview, call: 


Jack and Nancy 
Gustafson 
*873-4663 
Lee and Judy 
Russel 1 
*873-6410 



Independent 

Distributor 


PROTECT YOURSELF AND 
YOUR FAMILY... KNOW THE 
WARNING SIGNS OF A 
HEART ATTACK. 


WE’RE 

FIGHTING FOR 
YOUR LIFE 


American 
Heart Association 
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SAVE 



Mail your sub¬ 
scription order 
or call before 
April 1 - and . 
deduct 10% from 
prices shown 
below ! 


T ’°NEWS - 
LETTER 


P. O. Box 275 * 531 * Independence, CA 93526 


878-2381 


Order a subscription for a friend—orvourself. 

I - ! 50 issues 1 I 25 issues I - ] 12 issues 
$30 $15 $8 

* ( 1 Enter my own subscription □ Extend my subscription 


MY NAMF. 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


PLEASE PRINT 


STATE 


ZIP 


□ Please send gift subscription 


TO: 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
C IT Y/ST ATE/ZIP 


■ For even 
faster serv¬ 
ice call 
878-2381 

□ Payment 
enclosed 

□ Bill me 



They're harpooning your 
friends. Donate now! 


The Whale Protection Fund 

CENTER FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 


1925 K STREET N.W 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20006 


PROPANE 


SERVICES 


LONE PINE GAS CO., INC. 

"*1/044/1 Only aMo-mv- Ouuted QcU ComfiGtuf," 


P.O. BOXG 1000 N. MAIN ST. 

PHONE: 876-5921 

LONE PINE- 


WALK PROUD/. 


.. .on a new floor 
from Modern Floors! 


CARPET • LINOLEUM • TILE 
HARDWOOD FLOORS/ 

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL FLOOR REMODELING 
Tonopah, Mono County, Southern Inyo 



Modem Floors 


Hoover Vacuums 
Sales, Service 

1240 N. MAIN, BISHOP 
873-5406 


24-HOUR 

AAA SERVICE 


TUNE-UPS 

BRAKE JOBS 

MAJOR ENGINE 
OVERHAUL 


Chevron 



OIL CHANGE 
EVEN A CAR WASH! 


tamason’s Chevron Service 

Payne & Edwards St., Independence 
Tel: 714-878-2223 / 878-2357 / 878-2139 

Craten & Mike Lamason, Owner-Operator 
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FEED AND SUPPLY 

STOGKADE/FEEDLOT FENCING 


4 y*im\ 


The "RUGGED ONE” 

Heavy gauge steel rods fused into a perma¬ 
nent bond at each intersection. You get 
galvanizing after welding for "complete" 
protection against rust. 

For the best in steel rod fence paneling, 
see us today. 

BISHOP FEED AND SUPPLY 

1674 NORTH SIERRA HWY BISHOP CALIFORNIA 


Manufacturing 

Jeweler 

Custom Wedding Rings 
Ring Sizing 


We Buy Jewelry 

DIAMONDS 

gold 

SILVER VISA * i 

COINS 


Gifts! 


sier charge 


Jewelry Repairing 
Often while you wait 


873-6980 


Don Leake Co. 

— 103 North Main, Bishop] 


Cool in summer 


Warm in winter 


Mobile homes for 
the hi sierra 




HI-SIERRA 

MOBILE HOME SALES 

2484 N. SIERRA HWY. BISHOP 873-4810 


Walk in and 
start living . 
We deal in 
quali ty 
mobile homes . 


OPEN 7 DAYS: WEEKDAYS 8-5, SUNDAY 10-4 

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED 


11 




















































































Better Business Machines 

462 WEST CHURCH PHONE 873-4040 BISHOP 


-FLY- 

DIRECT TO 

OAKLAND - SACRAMENTO - LOS ANGELES 


AVIS Rent-A~Car available at Santa Monica 




diRUNe; 


T F &k 1 - 800 - 352-8231 


“WINGS WEST DOES IT BEST” 


1 Keith McLeod Sales-- Service 

I Instrumentation and service, repair and o- 
I verhaul of typewriters , business machines, 

" copiers. We're happy to have Keith with us. 

I Call Keith for all business machine needs. 


SERVICE 


SATISFACTION 


SALES 
































View from the‘Right 

WHERE SHOULD THE MONEY GO? - INTO THE GROUNDWATER FIGHT OR 
TOWARD SOLVING THE JUVENILE CRIME PROBLEM? PAUL PAYNE, THE 
KEELER PROPERTY RIGHTS CRUSADER, POINTS OUT THAT A FEW PEO¬ 
PLE, AT LEAST, ARE LESS THAN ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT GROUNDWATER 
AND THE ENVIRONMENT; THEY WANT COPS, COURTS AND JAILS. 



As of the date of this dis¬ 
course, no direct comment has 
been received as to the ques¬ 
tions posed to Inyo's Supervi¬ 
sors by this writer in his last 
diatribe relating to juvenile 
crime and the much needed cor¬ 
rectional facilities. 

Apparently the astute body 
of local governmental wisdom 
is most reluctant to let their 
position be known to us less 
knowledgeable citizens who only 
pay the bills for their safaris 
far afield from the duties and 
responsibilities which are those 
of governments. 

To clarify the position of 
this writer, any government's 
only lawful responsibilities 
and duties are to protect its 
citizens in their lives and 
properties from their enemies; 
provide police and military; 
provide reasonable laws for the 
enforcement of this protection; 
provide a court system for the 
adjudication of these laws and 
the meting out of appropriate 
punishment for these who would 
violate the laws; remove from 
society those who can not abide 
those laws (prison system). 

Our society has shifted the 
responsibility of crime preven¬ 
tion from the family unit to 
the government. This function 
has been assigned to our court 
system and its probation de¬ 
partment. If the legislative 
branch of government then fails 
to provide the funds required 
by the courts to properly func¬ 
tion in their crime prevention 
efforts, then do not they, the 
legislators (Inyo County's 
Board of Supervisors), become a 
party to the juvenile crime 
problem so rampant in our county? 
Let us hope that our Board of 
Supervisors will no longer put 
off meeting this desperately 
needed juvenile correctional 
facility. 

Could it be that our super¬ 
visors have given a clear an¬ 
swer to those previously pon¬ 
dered questions concerning ju¬ 
venile crime detention facili¬ 
ties for Inyo County? Not only 
did they answer the questions 
in the negative, but they let 
those of us who live outside 
the Owens Valley Ground Water 


Basin know that our tax monies 
are to be spent on a safari in¬ 
to the courts against the City 
of Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power regardless of 
any benefits to be derived by 
many of us who live outside of 
the basin area and must pay the 
bills. 

This safari is to be an ex¬ 
pensive onel Not only will the 
new county counsel be involved 
but his assistant also; and, to 
add insult onto injury, a spe¬ 
cial counsel has been hired at 
the very "modest sum" of $65 per 
hour. So, just to do a little 
speculating, maybe we can get 
by for $10,000 a month, includ¬ 
ing expenses. We know that the 
very minimum time that will be 
required to complete this sa¬ 
fari will be at least two years. 
So that is $240,000 to attempt 
to protect the existing flora 
and fauna of a very small por¬ 
tion of Inyo County. Wouldn't 
that sum of money provide our 
much needed juvenile facili¬ 
ties? Let our supervisors re¬ 
member; there is much more to 
Inyo County than a small por¬ 
tion of the Owens Valley. 

To insert another thought be¬ 
fore we proceed. Animal and 
plant life always adjust to the 
ever changing environments; 
ever dying out and being re¬ 
placed by another as the en¬ 
vironment changes. Man alone 
must alter his environment if 
he is to survive. 

This writer has been accused 
of favoring the DWP and their 
water policies in the Owens 
Valley. He knows for sure that 
they will manage their proper¬ 
ties so as to produce the larg¬ 
est amount of water consistent 
with good ground management. 

His concern is not for the DWP 
but for the protection of the 
property rights of all Inyo's 
citizens. Now, if the citizens 
of a portion of the Owens Val¬ 
ley believe their property 
rights are being violated, let 
them band together and take 
their grievances to the courts. 
However, don't expect or ask 
those of us who live and own 
property outside of the Owens 
Valley Ground Water Basin to 
placidly sit back and have our 


taxes, which are taken from us 
under duress for the protection 
of our persons and property, 
diverted to a non-governmental 
function; particularly so when 
they are used for the purpose of 
attempting to deprive one of his 
property rights to which that 
government is pledged to uphold 
and protect. 

Those of us who live in other 
parts of Inyo County, and pay 
our taxes, are as much entitled 
to governmental services (police 
protection, courts and criminal 
detention) as those who live 
within the Owens Valley Ground 
Water Basin. 

Determination of personal 
property rights is a civil mat¬ 
ter for our courts to settle 
between those involved. To take 
tax monies and use them for the 
personal benefit of any indivi¬ 
dual or group is an injustice 
to the rest of us that cannot 
be tolerated; more particular¬ 
ly so when we are deprived of 
the proper governmental duties 
and functions for which our tax 
monies are taken. 

The largest area of our 
County has only three deputy 
sheriffs to protect its citi¬ 
zens and their property and 
these citizens must travel as 
much as 200 miles in one di¬ 
rection to avail themselves of 
the courts. Are we really re¬ 
ceiving the governmental serv¬ 
ices to which we are entitled 
and for which we are being 
taxed? A look at our neighbor, 
Nye County, Nevada's largest, 
and we can see a properly func¬ 
tioning government at work. 

Think about iti 
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"...out of it all - the hirings, the 
firings, the knee-jerk reactions and quick 
changes in direction or emphasis - 'the 
media' of Inyo-Mono has finally begun to 
sound like a serious public voice..." 


For years, as Eastern Sier¬ 
ra people understood it, "the 
news" was somebody you called up 
if you wanted an announcement 
put into one of the Chalfant pa¬ 
pers, or broadcast on one of the 
area's little radio stations. 

To a large extent "news" in 
Inyo-Mono was printed and broad¬ 
cast by a kind of tacit public 
permission and (from government 
agencies) through handouts often 
published word-for-word as sub¬ 
mitted . 

The real issues, the real 
news , of the two counties--and 
there was more of this, then 
and now, than many people wished 
to read about or hear about-- 
went quietly unreported. A fawn¬ 
ing press preferred to remain 
humbly silent, keeping safei^y 
distant from controversy. foFhy, 
after all, make waves instead of 
profits? 

As for advertising, it was 
widely regarded by the business 
community as an infrequently 
necessary expense. Oftentimes, 
advertising lineage was bestowed 
or witheld in approximate ratio 
to the merchant's approval or 
disapproval of any current edi¬ 
torial point of view. A few bus¬ 
iness houses advertised only 
with the idea of "supporting the 
local paper" (or radio)--a kind 
of civic duty neither requiring 
nor really expecting any great 
response from the shoppers. Gro¬ 
cery ads, want ads, the legal 
ads, were about the only inser¬ 
tions expected to bring returns 
in hard dollars. As for editorial 
content, much of it amounted to 
little more than folksy columnar 
outpourings and the predictably 


provencial and suitably conserva¬ 
tive railings against the "mess 
in Washington" --Washington being 
3000 miles away and a safe target 
for those who rarely knew any¬ 
thing about what was actually 
happening there. 

At best, the important local 
issues and controversies were 
understated, and, at worst, not 
reported at all. In the news bus¬ 
iness it has often proved safer, 
if less honest, to ignore the 
fact that "the truth that goes 
unspoken is the greatest lie of 
all." And in Inyo-Mono such ele¬ 
vated and abstract metaphysics 
was lost to the pragmatic neces¬ 
sities of country editing. 

What really went on at the 
courthouse was a matter best left 
to the private discussions and 
rumors spread word-of-mouth among 
businessmen': and housewives. 

Among the other rare virtues 
of the local "media" . courage and 
independent thought were not out¬ 
standingly conspicuous. Their's 
was not a driving sense of public 
service, but rather a pursuit of 
the advertising dollar, plainly 
and frankly the editor's para¬ 
mount consideration, a matter of 
fiscal survival, a spiritual and 
moral demise notwithstanding. 

At Bishop's KIBS radio, one 
fellow, John Hemler, sometimes 
raised a fuss with his "local 
news" broadcast--but outside 
Bishop he couldn't be heard. Be¬ 
sides, Hemler, with no profes-' > 
sional news training, had never 
ever covered a story in any town 
in the world beyond Bishop. 

****** 

In the early 70's, however, 
that all began to change. 


THE 

INYO/MONO 

V1EDIA: 


NEW 


• - y 

There are those who believe, 
perhaps correctly, that the 
change came with the opening of 
an obscure and not overly popu¬ 
lar little radio station at Lone 
Pine--KINC. It was an AM outlet 
with a sunrise-to-sundown license 
and with a broadcast range barely 
encompassing the area from Little 
Lake to Bishop. The station own¬ 
ers, needing "news" to fulfill 
their federal license require¬ 
ments, began airing a local news¬ 
cast provided to them at no cost 
by tape from Independence. With¬ 
in a few months, that broadcast, 
"The Inyo County News," picked 
up an astonishingly large audi¬ 
ence (survey estimates: 64%). 

But such ratings and spectacular 
impact proved far too disturbing 
to the county's entrenched power 
structures. Soon, the station 
manager was called in to be 
harshly reminded that his broad¬ 
cast tower was situated on DWP- 
leased land, and that news 
stories--any news stories other 
than favorable "plugs"--would 
result in loss of the tower 
lease. The management frankly 
chickened out and fired its news 
people.(An instant and angry 
public outcry resulted in the 
station going broke and having to 
sell out.) 

The DWP had shown its power 
and its teeth. 

But the incident brought in¬ 
to sharp focus the area's criti¬ 
cal need, and the people’s fer- 
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vent demand, for comprehensive 
and complete "hard news" covering 
local events. As for the broader 
coverage -- state, national, in¬ 
ternational news -- Inyo-Mono 
people had, and will continue to 
have, the Los Angeles Times and 
television, about all they really 
want of far-off and usually (to 
them) irrelevant happenings. 

It was not long after 1975- 
76 that other valley radio mana~ 
gers began to discover that news 
broadcasts capture not only lis¬ 
teners, but also some unexpected 
and highly profitable revenues-- 
if, of course, there was anyone 
around with courage enough to 
gather the news, to write it 
honestly, and to speak it. And in 
that endeavor a few names began 
to loom large: Bob Wellman, Ben- 
ett Kessler, Lloyd and Caroline 
Higuera. 

****** 

For the emerging "names," 
and for other serious journalists 
of Inyo-Mono, the biggest problem 
and sturdiest obstacle of the 
70's became that of "educating" 
the public to understand just 
what "hard news" is, and what it 
is not. The situation was perhaps 
best exemplified by a woman’s 
call to the news service’s Benett 
Kessler: "I heard that story 
about me on the radio," she 
whined, "...and I didn't call in 
any announcement to be put on the 
radio...!" The story had been a 
report about the woman's noisy 
appearance at a public meeting. 

The woman was totally unaccustom¬ 
ed to hearing or reading anything 
in the media that hadn't been 
"called in"--as if news amounted 
to nothing more than club notices 
and obituaries which --always-- 
were "called in." She, like many 
others, remained captive to the 
widely held attitude that news 
(in the Eastern Sierra, at least) 
was only what people permitted 
you to print or broadcast. Lately, 
they have discovered otherwise, 
but to their benefit. 

One of the county's top 
newsmen, who now optimistically 
plans to go into the daily news¬ 
paper business at Bishop, is the 
former radioman, Bob Wellman. It 
was Wellman, along with News-Let¬ 
ter's Kessler (and later, Sandy 
Harrison), who unquestionably 
brought radio news into its true 
best potential of public service 
in the area. For many months-- 
until Wellman was summarily fired 
by the KIOQ ownership--the daily 
KIOQ broadcasts ranked unequaled 
as the single prime news source 
for Inyo and Mono residents. As 
the broadcast grew in strength, 
other stations took notice. And 
they were more or less pushed in¬ 
to upgrading their own newscasts. 

Soon, even the local news¬ 
papers took on a new look and, 
though hesitantly at first, 
began seriously to provide in¬ 
creasing in-depth local coverage 


(very often by copying radio 
newscasts word-for-word). 

At Bishop's KIBS, the man¬ 
agement fired John Hemler (the 
radio business, like show-business 
does not always operate on loyal¬ 
ty or sentiment) and a new man 



Wellman and Harrison 

Going for a daily 


was called in. The management 
then attempted (with only partial 
sucess) a talent raid on KIOQ's 
people: Manager John Young wanted 
Benett Kessler and Sandy Harrison 
And some negotiations and con¬ 
tractual dealings quietly began, 
but Harrison and Kessler remained 
with KIOQ. Then for awhile, Young 
settled for news reports from the 
Kessler-owned Eastern Sierra News 
Service. KIBS' new in-house news¬ 
man, John Daley, covered Bishop, 
and, reinforced by the news ser¬ 
vice stories, began to build a 
not inconsiderable audience of 
his own--one he maintained even 
after discontinuance of the news 
service (the contract was dropped 
as Wellman demanded "exclusive" 
Kessler coverage). Daley typifies 
the new, hard-driving genre of 
reporters recently converging on 
the Eastern Sierra. At 24, Daley 
has behind him a respectable a- 
mount of professional experience 
in radio and television in South¬ 
ern California, Idaho and Min¬ 
nesota. Since his arrival in May, 
1980, Daley has increased his 
own ratings and he sturdily re¬ 
mains as a major source of local 
Bishop news. 

Meanwhile, the old KINC 
management at Lone Pine had given 
way and sold out to a pair of 
youthful and energetic radio pro¬ 
fessionals from the Glendale 
area. So bad had been the sta¬ 
tion's public image in the period 
following the DWP-forced news¬ 
firing fiasco, that the new man¬ 
agers wisely changed even the 
station call-letters, from KINC 
to KNYO. Promptly they began to 
establish a believable public 
service-oriented, home-owned and 
responsive radio station. In 
their efforts KNYO Manager Lloyd 
Higuera and his wife Caroline 

Continued page 34 



KIBS' John Daley at Bishop City Hall 

-Typifying the new, hard-driving genre 
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INYO- 

MONO 

KIDS' 



DO 

THEY 

LEARN? 


..A IlfMe, maybe 

BENETT KESSLER TAKES A LOOK AT THE STATE OF EDUCATION 


Our future leaders can’t spell. 

The general mood and concensus of the six¬ 
ties and seventies concluded that the routine 
but necessary disciplines of reading, writing, 
and arithmetic were too confining, a kind of 
cruel and unusual punishment for the little 
darlings. Enter the era of "freedom of creative 
expression"... and exit basic learning. That 
transition has spawned illiteracy and sloth - 
a deadly duo that only now are American schools 
beginning to address, and with little enthusiasm 
at that. 

In California (Inyo-Mono included), recent 
state-wide testing shows there still exist prob¬ 
lems with skills as basic as reading and compre¬ 
hension and mathematics. State-wide, 12th graders 
continue to score low in all areas, lower than 
the national average. 

There is no absolute clear-cut evidence to 
show that the old method of teaching "basic 
skills" had failed. But in the days when "es¬ 
tablished" meant "bad," out went the tried and 
true, and in came things like New Math which, it 
was discovered 10 years too late, served mostly 
to confuse instead of enlighten. And it clearly 
did not serve in preparing youngsters fcr bal¬ 
ancing checkbooks and adding up grocery prices. 
Colleges began complaining that students were 
not prepared for higher learning. 

In Inyo and Mono Counties some school offi¬ 
cials think that those test scores are "incon¬ 
clusive" since there are "very few students" in 


some of the Eastern Sierra schools and up to 50% 
of these students move and change schools every 
year. 

In both counties,scores in reading, written 
expression, spelling, and math went up slightly 
in some grades and districts, and down in others. 
But if the tests are to be believed nowhere was 
there any evidence of real excellence in edu¬ 
cation skills . Statewide, and in some cases in 
the Eastern Sierra, scores in reading and written 
expression among twelfth graders continued to 
drop. 

So what’s the problem and is anyone doing any¬ 
thing about it? 

School officials are unhappily - and silently 
- aware that education levels are not exactly 
the greatest. They are now devising tests, hoping 
to document the situation, for whatever good it 
will do to prove what is already well known. And 
what they are specifically finding out is that 
many students do not know how to think. Alarm- 
ingly, that’s what it amounts to. According to 
the analysis of a recent California assessment 
program by the Reading Assessment Advisory Corn- 
mi ttee ..." stimulation" is needed in the "teach¬ 
ing ?f comprehension and thinking skills in all 
disciplines across the curriculum. This should 
include instruction in specialized content area 
vocabularies and higher level thinking skills 
such as interpreting deeper meanings, detecting 
the author’s purpose, analyzing characters, i- 
dentifving cause and effect relationships, pre- 
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND TELEVISION VIEWING 
ACCORDING TO SUBJECT MATTER AREA - GRADE 6 



STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND TELEVISION VIEWING 
ACCORDING TO SUBJECT MATTER AREA - GRADE 12 



dieting consequences, testing hypotheses, and 
evaluating outcomes." Higher level thinking 
skills? Higher at least when compared with no 
thinking at all. 

How can citizens of a nation do much of any¬ 
thing responsibly when they can't reason or 
think? Besides a disastrous past relaxing of 
school curriculum, education faces still other 
foes. Few deny the phenomenon of TV watching as 
pre-emptive of reading and studying. According 
to the statewide assessment, "a negative rela¬ 
tionship was found between the amount of time 
students indicated they spent watching televi¬ 
sion and the scores they attained." (See graphs) 

Mammoth schools Vice-Principal Richard McAteej: 
agrees. "I believe that," he said, "as prevalent 
as TV is, fewer kids are reading books." McAteer 
thinks the problem must be handled by parents 
since kids do their television viewing at home. 
"It's a parent-awareness thing," he said. "A lot 
of parents are working and so do not regulate 
the TV watching. Others just don't say no and 
they're paying a price for it." McAteer called 
TV watching a "passive activity" which does not 
encourage creative play. And that's about what 
we've got - "passive" young consumers, not think¬ 
ers. 

Bishop High School Superintendent Don Taylor 
concurs. He holds TV responsible for "a consid¬ 
erable drop-off" in students' interest in the 
written word. "Kids are not as interested in 
writing. In looking over writing here at the 
high school," said Taylor, "written work is gen¬ 
erally atrocious." The Bishop High School Board 
recently took at least one step toward improving 
the situation. They voted to require written 
work in all classes except physical education. 
Taylor also said that a major weak spot in the 
school is spelling..."That has been down in the 
last five years." 

Cr to paraphrase an old gag: "They can't spell 
iggerant and now they are one." 

Part of the education problem involves compe¬ 
tition with "other interests" and a vexing lack 
of encouragement at home for high level achieve¬ 
ment at school. Taylor admits that for some stu¬ 
dents, perhaps a large number, drugs, alcohol, 
cars, jobs, and even sex far exceed any youthful 
desire to read Dickens, write essays, or explore 
the geometic mysteries of an equilateral tri¬ 
angle. Taylor said that there are a number of 
individual cases of teens on drugs or alcohol who 
have slipped down hill academically. And then 
there's the phenomenon of the automobile. Taylor 


said that at 16, or earlier, teens want to buy a 
car, so they get a job to pay for it and keep it 
and they spend aimless hours "dragging main 
street." He called this a very widespread phe¬ 
nomenon which demands hours of time and energy 
leaving little for schoolwork. And as if drugs, 
alcohol, and cars weren't quite enough to divert 
teen interest, Taylor says "students are more 
sexually active." Alarmingly, there are more teen 
pregnancies and abortions. And the superintendent 
says that the teen view of morality "reflects on 
a whole lot of things...how they look at life." 

So who needs school with all that? The kids 
shrug. 

Taylor, with some justification, wanted to add 
that all the discussion about the negativities 
among students fails to give credit to those kids 
who in fact are "achieving." And according to 
Taylor, there are many of these. "There is a very 
positive element in school. There are a lot of 
kids who are capable, hard-working and want to 
be in school to learn." The problem lies in part 
in the fact that many parents - and students - 
are convinced that they are in this group. Not 
so. 

Most school officials agree on the existence 
of a "positive element," and that more emphasis 
has been placed on the "non-achievers," or as we 
used to call them, "the dummies." Proof that the 
spirit of learning is yet alive materialized when 
B’ather Christopher Kelley offered to teach a be¬ 
ginning course in Classical Greek at Bishop Union 
High School. And, in fact, six students enrolled 
in the class and, happily, even a few adults may 
study Greek too. Now, if we could just find a 
Latin teacher somewhere. Is Latin a "dead" lan¬ 
guage? It lives and breathes through these very 
words, these verities if you will. 

At Lone Pine schools, where drug and alcohol 
use among teens has been widely publicized,(see 
December News-Letter JSuperintendent Dale David¬ 
son acknowledges that there are in fact "achieve¬ 
ment problems." He says drugs do take their toll 
on learning, but points out that Lone Pine 
schools are admitting there is a problem, which 
is now under study in workshops for parents and 
kids. Davidson says he's sure that the problems 
exist in other schools, whether they admit it 
or not. And, indeed they do exist, contrary to 
noisy denials. 

Davidson stressed the importance of parents 
encouraging reading for their very young child¬ 
ren. He too agrees that television and the elec- 
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tronic age have detoured the young away from the 
written word. 

Mammoth Vice-Principal McAteer was asked about 
drug and alcohol use. He said he sees "less use 
in Mammoth than in the cities." He did admit 
that "some students" do abuse drugs and alcohol. 
But he hastened to reiterate that "60% of the 
school students are in CIF athletics programs 
and don't have time for drugs." Whatever that 
proves. Other Mammoth school officials say the 
same thing. But opposing views are privately 
expressed. In fact, in efforts to find out about 
Mono schools... especially Mammoth... there were 
many who preferred to take the "Let's not rock 
the happy boat" posture. But more than one 
spokesman admitted privately that alcohol is a 
problem for many Mammoth teens. And that a chief 
hazard in Mammoth is the "tourist economy" which 
makes drugs and alcohol available, even accept¬ 
able. There are many teens who are left alone by 
parents in Mammoth; parents, in order to produce 
a higher level income, spend much time travel¬ 
ling, or involved in business affairs. These 
take little time to direct or discipline their 
self-indulgent progeny. 

The most candid comments about Mono schools 
came from the top. The superintendent of Mono 
schools, Edward Inwood, said of drugs and alco¬ 
hol: "I know it's going on, but I have received 
no referrals for discipline on such problems." 
Inwood said that regardless of specific scienti¬ 
fic proof that drugs and alcohol interfere with 
thinking and learning, he said it's bound to 
interfere anyway. He pointed out that partying 
until midnight or later means that students are 
neither physically nor mentally fit to go to 
school the next day, not if they are to learn 
anything. Inwood said "as far as he knows" drug 
use is "limited." 

In Inyo County, Superintendent of Schools 
Janet Watkins openly discussed her vexations. 
"We're not any different from the larger city 
schools. We have the same problems... just in 
smaller numbers." She sees drugs as a problem on 
the upswing, and possibly a malady come home to 
roost from the sixties' drug indulgences. Mrs. 
Watkins said that some kids now in school are 
the offspring of those who once had or still 
have, a drug habit. Although not totally conclu¬ 
sive, some tests have indicated serious brain 
cell and chromosome damage as the result of 
drug intake. Watkins thinks that some learning 
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disabilities could be the result of parents who 
used drugs heavily before the birth of their 
children. 

Maybe so. But it took more than LSD in the 
sixties and seventies to alter so dramatically 
the complexion of education even unto the eight¬ 
ies. Not one educator denied the theory that 
societal views of the past decade drastically 
shifted the overall direction of education. Su¬ 
perintendent Watkins said, "Schools are a re¬ 
flection of society, but are not in the fore¬ 
front." Caught in a reactionary position, edu¬ 
cators find themselves trapped between the Scylla 
and Charybdis of societal pressure and parental 
whims. It's no easy task to please everyone and 
still get Johnny to learn anything... especially 
if you're not even allowed to spank him when he 
needs it. No matter that often he winds up in 
jail at 15. 

Superintendent Inwood, clearly a thoughful man 
on this curious evolutionary turn of education, 
said, "I see things are going back to the Three 
R' s. 

"It's a reaction to what occurred in the six¬ 
ties. The pendulum is swinging. It's a continual 
process. I read an old publication which said, 
'Don't let your child go to college because of 
the bad influences*' You would think that refers 
to the sixties and seventies - a time of protests 
and riots - but it was the late nineteenth cen¬ 
tury. As soon as we have the Three R's again, 
people will want something else." 

Inwood thinks that schools should change with 
societal changes, as a kind of cultural mirror. 
But he said the schools usually remain a few 
years behind in their reactions. The Superinten¬ 
dent talked more about what has occurred in the 
past decade or two: He pointed to "a permissive 
society" and the "do your own thing" attitude. 

He said that in the classroom this doesn't work 
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well. "We have emphasized the individual and when 
you carry out 'guaranteed rights' of the child¬ 
ren, you have gun-shy teachers, over-sensitive 
attorneys." 

And Dummies.. Although he did not say that in 
those terms. 

Inwood did say, however, that the majority of 
kids are learning "something.” But he too sees 
the barriers of television, parental attitudes, 
and emphasis on the theory of "bringing the 
bottom-line students up to the middle." (And the 
top-line students down to the middle?) 

The Superintendent said, "If kids are reading 
books, they are excited about mental images. But 
watching TV causes them to lose the skill of 
imagination. They become lazy since it is easier 
to have TV entertain them." 

Inwood said that parents can have "a big 
effect" on the future learning of their children. 
He said if kids see their parents reading and en¬ 
joying books and magazines, they will turn to 
those same sources. 

But there's more to literature than sports 
pages. 

And does Inwood think children should have a 
choice in school about what they learn? "No," 
he says emphatically. "Up to certain ages, learn¬ 
ing subjects should be mandated. After that, 
they should be encouraged to learn how to make 
choices and decisions." 

Inwood admits that test scores and achieve¬ 
ment have dropped. He sees part of the responsi¬ 


ble parents of students at a Chicago 
public school couldn't be more unhappy. 

At Irvin C. Mollison School recently, the 
mother of two students was carted off to 
jail . In the news it was reported that 
Dorothy Tillman was arrested after she or¬ 
ganized a group of parents who turned up 
at school to protest what they called the 
"miseducation" of their children. 

And, in fact, the test scores from that 
school revealed that, starting with' the 
second grade, for each year a student re¬ 
mained in Mollison, he fell farther behind 
national reading levels, an apparent case 
of d e-educating. 

Mrs. Tillman, who says her children had 
earlier been tested as "highly intelligent," 
and considerably advanced for their age 
prior to going to school, decided she want¬ 
ed some action. But when she and others 
showed up at school, Mrs. Tillman was ar¬ 
rested for trespassing. Not surprisingly, 
the embarrassed school officials were un¬ 
responsive . 

Many believe that therein lies the pri¬ 
mary problem which must be resolved before 
anything else can change. School officials 
must be willing to act. 


bility resting with the types of kids who remain 
in school longer now than they did in the fifties 
and sixties. Even the problem kids, serious off- 
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enders, are not expelled or discouraged from con¬ 
tinuing on. He said that the top achievers in 

school are not so high as they used to be. 

"Fifty-one percent don't get additional help. 

The idea is to bring the bottom up to the middle 
instead of the middle up to the top." 

Or - a kind of striving toward mediocrity. 
Here, amazingly, in the wealthiest nation in the 
world, education is widely available, but ex¬ 
cellence, discipline, incisive and decisive 
thinking, communication, and ultimately leader¬ 
ship, have been abandoned for quantity educa¬ 
tion. To Americans more is better, quality be 
damned. But how better is it when the intelli¬ 
gent students, those who want to learn and who 
are capable, are not encouraged and elevated. 

And what chance does anyone have when Mora and Dad 
display priorities such as Laverne and Shirley, 
football, fast-moving cars, oodles of possess¬ 
ions, strive for fun and pleasure, and by all 
means don't let anybody boss you around...? 


When society, schools, parents expect very 
little in terms of excellence that is what they 
will get. Proof that children, very young child¬ 
ren, can read and even enjoy Shakespeare, Chaucer, 
Dickens, and Plato exists in at least one small 
private school in the U.S. 

A spirited teacher in Chicago decided she had 
had it with public schools... star ted her own pri¬ 
vate school in the South Side. Ghetto children 
who had been failing or doing poorly have now 
mastered the classics and basic mathematics. For 
up to eight hours a day, this teacher teaches 
straight material... reading, writing, and math. 
Amazed parents now say their children are "ex¬ 
cited about learning" and even ask for reading 
material at home. And, oh yes, this particular 
pioneer demands a certain discipline: It's called 
politeness and quiet obedience, respect for 
others' rights. Sound rough? The victims of this 
tyrannical set-up couldn't be happier. 


ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE ON SCHOOL PROBLEMS: the 
school boards themselves. To what extent do board 
members exercise control of school curricula and 
the philosophies of education? News sources with¬ 
in the schools say the boards have an underlying, 
but "significant" impact. They influence learning 
policies "one way or the other." More often than 
not, board members choose to swing with the stat¬ 
us quo rather than provoke the possible wrath of 
parents who may live as close as next door. 

Board members in Inyo and Mono have grown 
uncomfortably aware of declining achievement and 
of waning standards of excellence. Compounding 
the problem in more than one school, teaching 
staff and board experience "communication prob¬ 
lems" or simple disagreements about what should 
or should not occur in the schools. 

One teacher said privately that board mem¬ 
bers have sometimes demonstrated a lack of trust 
in teachers, and an unwillingness to work with 
them on significant school problems. The Bishop 
High School Board has responded at.least to a few 
of the more pressing problems. That board imple¬ 
mented a policy stating that students must per¬ 
form "written work" in every class except physi¬ 
cal education. And, at last report, the BUHS 
board had begun to consider "a basic change" in 
English requirements...with a possible return to 
"basic English" class requirements as a priority 
in student curricula. 

But then the position of school board mem¬ 
bers often becomes at best a thankless job. Often 
times vacancies are filled only with difficulty. 


Another teacher anonymously complained that ~ 
board members sometimes consider teachers *' sec¬ 
ond rate citizens" unworthy of much pay, or any ■ 
real voice in school policy. 

And there are the teachers.. .do they them¬ 
selves receive a proper and sufficient education? 
Some older teachers feel that those educated 
in the recent past did not get the same broad 
range of preparation as teachers educated many 
years ago. In support of that view, recent 
national news coverage indicates a "serious 
problem" in the teachers' own abilities to read, 
write and perform mathematics: they were schooled 
in the "new wave" of education with emphasis not 
on basic skills but the concept of un-structured 
teaching procedure. 

A question that school boards, officials, 
teachers, and parents must consider: What is the 
end purpose of "education"? Presumably, to 
prepare youths for living well and responsibly, 
and working productively and creatively, to 
equip them with fundamental skills of communi¬ 
cation, writing and speaking... and to train them 
for dealing with basic, if not sophisticated, 
mathematics . Underlying it all, as many now 
believe, schools should convey also a firm sense 
of ethics to the young, so they can use any know¬ 
ledge gained toward honest dealings in the so¬ 
ciety at large. 

Somewhere along the line...the job of "edu¬ 
cating" has failed, at least in part. The school 
boards and teachers can perpetuate the trend or 
make efforts to face the truth. 



Cars and bikes are necessary part of Bishop's street -corner youth scene . Photo: Marilyn Fisher 
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Mono's concerned Marine 


"Among other evils which being unarmed brings you 9 it 
causes you to be despised. " - Machiavelli 3 The Prince 


Boastfully confident, pride¬ 
ful of her inner storehouse of 
noble ideas, naively certain of 
her ability to "negotiate" any 
national issue, the American 
Ship of State has sailed serene¬ 
ly for years, sure of herself in 
the troubled waters of world 
politics. Too late perhaps her 
officers (busy with the worldly 
concerns of making money and en¬ 
joying themselves in the game of 
politics) realize the vessel is 
after all sailing in enemy 
waters - without guns and with¬ 
out sufficient crew. 

But so it has always been 
throughout the country's history 
-always unprepared until finally 
the enemy has fired a first sal¬ 
vo. We always won eventually, 
but that was a better' day of 
honorable war and after all our 
shorelines were protected by two 
broad oceans. It was not then 
absolutely necessary that the 
nation be "prepared." There was 
always time to gear up for bat¬ 
tle in a last-minute rush. But 
now, war is different, and vic¬ 


tory in conflict may be won or 
lost in days, even hours. 

We're not ready for that. 
***** 

Up in Mono County at the 
Marine base a worried colonel 
walks in the winter bleakness 
of Pickel Meadows. He counts 
his manpower, counts his ve¬ 
hicles and very little of the 
reality he finds there adds up 
to what "preparedness" is on 
paper. And what he finds 
tallies not at all with the re¬ 
assurances issued from time to 
time by the military optimists 
who write press releases. 

Lt. Col. John Guy, a 27- 
year career Marine, says in ef¬ 
fect that the country is in 
trouble,that the various armed 
services are virtually broke 
thanks to a decade of military 
spending cutbacks and conse¬ 
quent cutbacks in military 
training and personnel. Col. 
Guy, along with others in the 
Marine (and Army and Navy) of- 
ficer corps, cannot train 


fighters without equipment. 

His claim is simple and it 
is obvious: If there is no 
money for ammunition and gaso¬ 
line, men in training cannot 
learn how to shoot and how to 
drive what equipment they have. 
He says virtually all armed 
forces lack sufficient ammuni¬ 
tion to fire enough live rounds 
(real bullets, real missies) to 
make them proficient with the 
real thing - real war. "You can 
play with little toys," says Col. 
Guy, "but more and consistent 
handling of actual weapons makes 
for real ability." 

Have the American people and 
the American congress, tired of 
war, decided finally in the past 
decade that the country no long¬ 
er needs its military? Has an 
entire nation made its own fare¬ 
well to arms? 

Not entirely; the hawks(no 
longer a dirty name) are still 
among us, but what are their 
priorities? They seem now to 
have turned their economic plow- 
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shares into very grandiose swords 
indeed: On the drawing board 
they have an awesome and compli¬ 
cated MX missile plan.Meanwhile, 
they've apparently forgotten a- 
bout the boys in -Barracks B who 
have no bullets. 

As for the MX missile de¬ 
fense, Col. Guy agrees that it's 
a "great thing," but he's more 
concerned with "right now." 

Asked if, in the case of a na¬ 
tional emergency, there would be 
problems in mobilizing, the col¬ 
onel says he thinks "responsive¬ 
ness is good," then he adds: 

"But how do you get there if 
there are no ships and planes?" 
Back to the money problem. 

Another concern: The men in 
the military have fewer tools to 
work with - this at the same 
time that there are also fewer 
men. Colonel Guy's solution to 
the latter problem is also a sim- 


the front line. Women can han¬ 
dle supplies, driving and other 
duties in rear areas. But you 
can't expect a woman to handle a 
fifty-pound pack plus another 
fifty pounds in equipment. A 

"And raw in fields the 

rude militia swarms, 

Mouths without hands; 
maintained at- vast expense. 
In peace a charge, in 
war a weak defense." 

- John Dryden 


"In peace, as a wise man, 
he should make suitable 
preparation for war. " 

- Horace, Odes 


pie one and it is shared by many: 
"Return to the draft and manda¬ 
tory service of some type. "Con¬ 
scientious objectors can do 
something too," he says. 

How about women in the ser¬ 
vice? "Women are fine in the 
service," said Guy, "but not on 


woman's place is not in a fox¬ 
hole." 

Clearly, the Mono Marine 
boss holds few concerns about 
being outspoken. What, then, 
does he think about his new com¬ 
mander-in-chief? Will Reagan's 
conservative bent mean more mili¬ 
tary bucks? Guy answered:"There 
are just rumors now. Nothing is 
firm about how Reagan will han¬ 
dle military spending. But I 
think he might support a strong¬ 
er military establishment with 
more money and people." 

But even if pay is increased. 
Col. Guy still foresees probable 
problems with the nation's cur¬ 
rent policy of all-volunteer 
personnel. "We need universal 
military training. Look at the 
rest of the world. That's what 
they're doing. We're supposed 


to be a world power, a world 
policeman. But if we continue 
as we are, we could drop back to 
fifth power." 

And, in matters of "power," 
how do we stack up with the ob¬ 
vious "second greatest" (or, 
frighteningly,"first greatest"), 
the Soviet Union? 

"We surpass them," says Guy 
flatly. "It's because of our 
technology. But they have more. 
The Soviet Union knows what it's 
doing; they want global domina¬ 
tion. And it would be nice if 
the US would counter the Sovi¬ 
ets." 

Have the American people re¬ 
treated into another one of the 
shy periods of isolationism? 

The colonel thinks so. "The A- 
merican people go to work, come 
home, and watch'Little House on 
the Prairie.'" He says that with 
a certain weary resignation. And, 


"To be prepared for yar is 
one of the most effectual 
means of preserving peace. " 
- George Washington 


indeed, the Evening News with all 
its alarums of foreign war rum¬ 
blings, provides something that 
many people simply prefer not to 
think about; to many viewers the 
very real problems of the world 
are little more than an irrita- 
Continued page 26 



Lt. Col. Guy and troop tents at Pickel Meadows 

In a national emergency, "...how do you get there?" 
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Lt. Col „ John Guy inspects rows of special equipment that would 
be called into action - perhaps in Eastern Europe's mountains and 
snow - but he says that the Marines haven't the money they need to 
buy gasoline for training the men in use of such equipment. 


Marine ski troops train 
at Mono County's Marine 
Mountain Warfare Training 
Center. The Mono Marines 
are volunteer members of 
a highly specialized 
corps, but while the nat¬ 
ional military establish¬ 
ment makes awesome and 
grandiose plans for an MX 
missile system, such 

troops as these are often 
short of the ammunition 
and equipment they need 
for adequate preparation 
for a national emergency. 


MARINES 
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GREEN BERETS 






At Bishop Airport , a group of Green Berets puts on an impressive 
display of military expertise. But many US military units that 
might suddenly be called to battle are short of basic equipment 


In a swi rl of 
tumbleweed and 
dust a strike 
force of Green 
Beret helicop¬ 
ters "attack" in 
a training exer¬ 
cise at Bishop. 
Such elite units 
look good , but 
t raining costs 
money and neglect 
of the armed 
services' real 
needs is causing 
increasing alarm 
among many who 
feel that the US 
may not be ready 
l for a national 
emergency. 


Continued next page 
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tion. They'd rather find their 
solutions to complex problems 
through the simplistic and 
childish issues of Rams football 
or Dodger baseball. 

(Or worse: Several months ago 
a survey showed without possible 
margin for polling error that 
Americans were more concerned 
and curious to know who shot the 
"Dallas" show's J.R.Ewing than 
they were in who might win the 
November election.) 

What is the "overall pic¬ 
ture" of American military pre¬ 


paredness? In the colonel's 
view, which he concedes is 
largely limited to a view from 
Pickel Meadows: "It is in fair 
shape, but needs additional 
money and additional guidance." 

This 47-year-old Marine in¬ 
tends to offer his own brand of 
guidance? as might be obvious 
in light of his outspokenness 
(Marine colonels sometimes get 
into trouble for being far less 
candid than was the colonel in 
this interview) on military- 
political affairs. 


No matter, in coming weeks 
Guy will go to Korea as a train¬ 
ing advisor to the Korean Ma¬ 
rines. He said he asked for the 
assignment because it is a "real 
world situation. No one knows 
when a conflict will occur." 

And that seems to be the 
prdblem, one that won't go a- 
way by wishful thinking: no one 
really seems to know ,.,and in 
case it happefis, the country - 
like the colonel - should be 
ready. 

★ * ★ * ★ 


No arm-chair officer, 

Lt. Col. Guy has requested, 
and has been granted, a 
transfer to a command in 
Korea where South Korean 
and American troops hold 
the restive North Korean 
communist forces in check . 
Guy calls the Korean 
standoff "a real world 
situation” where ”no one 
knows when a conflict will 
occur.” Guy is to be re¬ 
placed by Lt. Col. Bill 
Osgood from the Marine 
base at El Toro. 
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SHUMWAY ON DEFENSE: 

"SPEND MORE/ BUT WASTE LESS" 


Mono County’s Congressman 
Norman Shumway adds his support 
to increased defense spending. 
Shumway said he recently discussed 
the defense spending plan with 
other Washington officials. He 
said that defense spending, under 
Reagan’s plan, will amount to 24% 
of the present national budget, 
and that by 1984 defense will con¬ 
sume 32% of the budget. 

Shumway defended this plan 
against criticism that claims 
poor people will be punished. He 
said that such programs as re¬ 
tirement, social security, vet¬ 
erans benefits, and Medicare will 
amount to 37% of the present bud¬ 
get under Reagan's plan, and 41% 
by 1984. 

The Congressman said he gen¬ 
erally supports Reagan’s idea. 
"America was lagging in military 
capability and the ability to de¬ 
fend itself. I am concerned about 
the state of our national prepar¬ 
edness." 

He did say that some areas 


of defense spending are wasteful 
and that "careful attention" 
should be paid to all spending. 

"I don't advocate going to war," 
he said, "but we need to beef up 
our ability." 

Shumway said he is aware of 
a "tremendous lack of morale 
among our troops." He said that 
the strategic petroleum reserve 
is not what it should be...and 
that means gasoline to fuel mil¬ 
itary equipment. He said that in 
order to maintain peaceful co-ex- 
istence with the Soviet Union 
"we need to match them in military 
might." 

Shumway mentioned that the 
U.S. Navy in no way can stand up 
to the Soviets on the seas. 

The congressman says he is 
satisfied with Reagan having the 
concern for military preparedness 
and believes that he will apply 
money to the needed areas. 
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Water Commission: 


Ij'vJP has passed along Inyo's separate ano higher property tax to local ranchers and 
the angered cattlemen want the county to oack down. Meanwnile, rancher-commissioner 
Jack latum has resigned due to "conflict of interest." 


"Divide and conquer ... that 1 s 
what DWP is trying to do!,” said 
the new water director. 

”Nay,” replied Inyo's de¬ 
fensive cattlemen. Last month 
| they and a handful of others 
preferred to do business-as- 
usual safely beside still and 
uncontroversial waters. 

Thus, in the midst of 
stormy conflict engendered by 
DWP--Inyo’s painfully mature- 
scent board of water commission¬ 
ers and its director came into 
living existence. Born out of 
last November’s election, an 
election in which an astonishing 
75% of the Inyo voters gleefully 
rushed to the polls to bring DWP 
to heel, the board rides now on 
a firm political base. But there 
are those who even now would chip 
away at the base and have the 
county government knuckle under 
to DWP. The special interest 
groups, mostly business people 
and cattlemen, march only fear¬ 
fully, if at all, into battle 
against the department; they are 
concerned over what they strong¬ 
ly feel will be a fight costly 
only to themselves. 

As the new month began it 
had become preeminently clear 
to practically everyone that the 
DWP bosses had once again managed 
to get to these more conservative 
elements who now find themsleves 
ever more vulnerable to DWP lease 
and rent increases. (Months ago, 
demonstrating once again a not 
unusual lack of foresight, the 
supervisors yawned and waffled 


through a meeting in which rent 
control ordinances might then 
have been passed as an offset to 
DWP's predictable lease profit¬ 
eering . ) 

It was also becoming clear 
to most officials--and was so 
stated in strong terms by at 
least one of them--that DWP was 
indeed "dividing” if not precise¬ 
ly "conquering.” In past times 
DWP has attempted,sometimes with 
disconcerting success, to manip¬ 
ulate the special interests in 
hopes that they in turn might 
pressure the supervisors to back 
down on any hard-line stance 
against the department. And sure 
enough, late in March, the cat¬ 
tlemen’s representatives stomped 
up the courthouse steps to lay 
their woes on the board of super¬ 
visors . 

To the supervisors,and to 
anyone else,it has become con¬ 
firmed truth that cattle produc¬ 
ers are fawningly dependent upon 
DWP for land and water. But it 
was also obvious that Inyo’s cat¬ 
tlemen nowadays enjoy far less 
political clout than they once 
weilded so devastatingly against 
anyone opposing their views. Late 
last year it was learned from an 
economic survey that cattle pro¬ 
duction amounts to a bare 3% of 
the county economy (8% in Mono.) 
And it had also become apparent 
that in terms of voting numbers 
the cattle raisers, their employ¬ 
ees and friends, probably consti¬ 
tute fewer than 500 votes in the 
entire county. With a clear-cut 


75% of the November electorate 
screaming for DWP’s scalp, the 
supervisors and the water commis¬ 
sioners now plainly had their 
work cut out, DWP's inflated 
cattle lease charges notwith¬ 
standing. 

So, as the new board came 
into being, and as it made its 
first few hesitant steps toward 
much-demanded action, the stage 
had been set for a monotonously 
likely script. Although from 
time to time the story-line took 
a few unforeseen and even dramat¬ 
ic twists, it unfolded pretty 
much as expected after the Nov- . 
ember opening: 

The voters had then made 
perfectly clear that they demand 
t stiff controls on DWP's ground- 
lwater pumping. And meanwhile the 
county supervisors, faced with a 
woeful decline in tax revenues, 
wanted DWP to start carrying a 
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fair share of the county’s tax 
burden. To meet the voters’ de¬ 
mands the water commission was 
formed. And to boost revenues 
the supervisors laid an addition¬ 
al tax on DWP. The supervisors 
assured everyone that it is a 
standard, everyday kind of tax, 
mind you, not a "special tax" as 
claimed by DWP. But the ongoing, 
petulant kvetch from DWP, and its 
punitive passing-on of the in¬ 
creased tax to the cattlemen’s 
leases and to a few business 
houses, brought the cowboys to 
the courthouse to petition for 
redress. It was clear what they 
wanted: Lay off DWP so it won’t 

cost us. In their request lurked 
a kind of peace-at-any-price sur¬ 
render that totally ignores the 
plainly expressed wishes of those 
concerned with the valley’s eco¬ 
logy and those homeowners burden¬ 
ed not only with the bulk of the 
tax load but also lately hit by 


a whopping metered water increase 
of 20%. 

As the water commissioners 
and the supervisors gamely tried 
to wade through the February- 
March political swamp, the new 
commission and its serenely con¬ 
fident and independent director 
were learning a lot about keeping 
practically no one happy. They 
were, after all, playing a new 
kind of legal game that had few 
if any precedent rules of law or 
I procedure. 

The ecologists, along with 
the angry metered homeowners--the 
chronic DWP-haters--were mean¬ 
while screaming for instant board 
action against DWP. Their demands 
were not always without reason: 
Late last year it had been learned 
that each day of groundwater 
pumping (which now has taken the 
water table down to perilously 
dangerous and irreplaceable lows) 
was quite literally killing an 


otherwise verdant valley, even 
the trees and shrubs on private 
properties. The county officials 
themselves, torn between the go- 
easy-on-’ems and the hit-'em- 
harders then went to work but 
seemed sometimes to pull in op¬ 
posite directions. The resultant 
courthouse chaos left Inyo gov¬ 
ernment frantically searching for 
a clear-cut policy, one they 
hoped would be fair to all con¬ 
cerned. Now, they’ll try again 
to "negotiate" with DWP, no mat¬ 
ter that a half-century of neg¬ 
otiations have invariably proven 
to be a costly waste of time. 

In the popularly understood use 
of the word, DWP does not "neg¬ 
otiate." 

At the same time, from the 
new water director, there was at 
least the first beginnings of 
"action" of the kind the home- 
owners and the concerned citizens 
wanted... 


--Jogging to a first strike on DWP 



It was a good day for 
jogging, so the story goes, 
and a young woman was get¬ 
ting her miles in Bishop's 
Dixon Lane area. Beneath 
her running feet lay turf 
considered part of the 
"Bishop Cone," a water ba¬ 
sin from which the Depart¬ 
ment of Water and Power has 
long been taking water il¬ 
legally. The jogger, an 
acquaintance of Water Dir¬ 
ector Mark Silversher, saw 
a drilling rig in operation. 

Was it "legal"? She thought 
not, and notified Silversher 
who went immediately into 
action. County Ordinance 
#309 requires that anyone 
"drilling, modifying or de¬ 
stroying a well" in Inyo 
County must first obtain a 
permit from the county health 
department. 

And did the DWP hold a 
permit for the rig south of 
Dixon Lane? Contacted at the 
health department, an employee, 
Marty Goodman, checked the 
record. Finding no permit 
application, and now backed 
by Silversher and the water 
commission, he forthwith 
went to the offending work¬ 
site and "red-tagged" it, 
effectively closing down the 
site. From DWP came an angry 
reaction--and from some DWP 
employees who might be faced 
with going to jail for illeg¬ 
al drilling, there was a fear¬ 
ful one. 


DWP closed down the rig, 
but then, petulantly it seems, 
its officials remarked that 
the closure might "sour" the 
"good working relationship" 
between Inyo and DWP. Silver¬ 
sher and other county officals 
were unimpressed. 

In Silversher, the DWP 
may discover an impulsive, 
though effective, adversary. 

He is not a man slow to anger, 
nor is he above abruptly hang¬ 
ing up the telephone on 
callers who waste his time or 
ask what, to him, are too many 
questions. He works, seeming¬ 
ly on his own, in an indepen¬ 
dent fashion that already has 
riled more than a few officals 
and citizens. His indepen¬ 
dence was early demonstrated 
when he pointed out to the 
supervisors who hired him that 
he had little taste for be¬ 
coming the county's "permanent" 
water director. He told the 
supervisors to hire him on an 
independent contractor basis, 
then, when asked how long the 
contract would last, he glibly 
replied that he'd have to 
wait and see, implying that 
when things settled down to 
routine he might lose inter¬ 
est. . . 

And how "independent" 
can the staid conservatives 
of the Inyo board allow their 
water director to be? If 
qualifications and background 

Continued next page 
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Water continued 

have anything to do with it, 
Silversher holds the creden¬ 
tials that may in fact let 
him write his own ticket: He 
is 34, graduated first in his 1 
class in engineering at UCLA, 1 
then later graduated in the 
top third of his class from 
UCLA law school. In the years 
since graduation he managed 
to stack up an impressive 
work record in a very short 
time as lawyer, engineer, 
teacher in physics, chemistry 
higher mathematics and engin¬ 
eering, among others. As for 
his "exposure” to engineering 
his work record indicates ex¬ 
perience in engineering geolo¬ 
gy, economics, systems analy¬ 
sis, computer programming and 
higher applied mathematics. 

The question now, in a 
county that often holds such 
qualifications not in awe but 
in suspicion: Can he talk the 
local political language of 
the government he must deal 
with? Possibly so: Silversher 
has mastered Spanish, German 
and basic French. 

Was there more to be 
known about the water commis¬ 
sion’s apparent genius-in- 
residence? 

Silversher's approach to 
gathering water data is not 
without a certain ingenious 


agressiveness--more evidence 
of his independence of action. 

In a typical DWP public 
relations ploy--the well-used 
"tour" technique--DWP offic¬ 
ials recently offered to take 
Silversher, and a handful of 
consultants, on a tour of the 
valley’s waterlands. During 
the course of the tour, DWP’s j 
Duane Buckholz showed brief 
glimpses of rarely-seen DWP 
maps of pump locations, etc. 
Silversher took out a minia¬ 
ture "spy" camera and frankly 
began snapping pictures of the 
maps. Buckholz, showing some 
concern, asked what Silversher 
was doing. Silversher replied 
nonchalantly; he was just 
taking some pictures. He got 
an entire roll of film. 

In regard to his dealings 
with other county officials, 
there were rumblings about a 
growing number of incidents 
in which Silversher may have 
stood at odds with his bosses 
and colleagues who had become 
wary of his (to them) very in¬ 
dependent action. About the 
rumors, News-Letter reporter 
Marilyn Fisher managed a brief 
interview with Silversher: 

Was there a communica¬ 
tions breakdown, he was asked. 

"I do want to co-operate. 
I don’t want to hide anything 
but everything I say will be 
leading up to litigation and 


that gets sticky," he said. 
"Basically, I haven’t talked 
to anybody but the supervisors 
and the water commission when 
it’s met. I feel the need to 
make some decisions and get 
the job done. If people 
really want that they should 
let me get the job done. It's 
like you trying to write a 
novel and at the same time 
having to go out and explain 
to everyone what you're writ¬ 
ing." But in fact, Silversher 
is no novelist and, like it or 
not, many elements of the 
public were wanting step-by- 
step reports. After all,,the 
their underground water table 
was quickly going down the 
aquaduct. 

But, independent in his 
views, Silversher said, "This 
infighting or what people per¬ 
ceive to be infighting is just 
destructive to the county." 

Probably so. 

But why no interim pump¬ 
ing controls yet? "I encour¬ 
age anyone who can do it 
faster to come in and do it. 
Anyone who thought it could 
be done in a matter of weeks 
was sadly mistaken. People 
have to decide if they want a 
PR man who's going to attend 
meetings and talk to the press 
and get a lot of glory, or if 
they want someone who is going 
to get the job done. I can’t 
do both. 

"I don't want interim con¬ 
trols that are indefensible in 
a court of law. They have to 
be biologically, hydrologically 
and environmentally sound." He 
called the current proposals 
for interim controls "blanket 
controls that don't address 
what happens to a well or a 
spring or a ranch. A defens¬ 
ible plan will address these 
things and focus on areas we 
want to protect. 

"We need to look at this 
in more detail than has been 
done up to this point. If we 
go to court and lose in the 
first round, this will be a 
poor county with no control 
over its situation. I don’t 
want to be responsible for 
that." And, indeed, Silver¬ 
sher carries a heavy load of 
responsibin ty. 

Meanwhile, schisms abound: 
the ranchers who are outraged 
by lease-price increases from 
DWP, for instance. The Depart¬ 
ment claims that the county's 
"separate, and higher" tax rate 
made them raise the lease 
charges. Businessmen, too, 
experienced similar rent hikes, 
and DWP wanted, as usual, to 
blame "the county." 

"Nonsense," said the C.A. 
County Administrator John K. 
Smith put it into perspective 
for any who wanted to hear. 
Smith told a crowd of riled up 
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. I would never work again.” 


"In the Fall , sometime ago, my legs began 
to hurt. I went to an orthopedic doctor in Up¬ 
land, California, and he said my back needed 
to be operated on, but that I would never work 
again. I didn f t work for five months because my 
legs hurt so bad . In fact, I was about to get 
a medical and retire. Then I started taking ad¬ 
justments from Dr. Jarvie. In five months I was 
back on my feet and I feel better than I have in 
the past four years." 


DON'T IGNORE THESE DANGER SIGNALS: 


Photo: Marilyn Fisher 

Cattlemen's Assn. Pres. 

Mark Johns 

Unfair burden on ranchers 


• Lower back and 
leg pains 
•Difficulty in 
breathing 


•Recurring headaches 
and nervousness 
•Numbness in hands, 
legs or feet 


•Painful joints & 
restless nights 
•Neck, shoulder or 
arm pain 


ranchers that the count y is 
not the enemy, and that DWP 
plainly is. 

In that, at least most 
other Inyoans would enthusi¬ 
astically concur. i 


If not corrected, these can lead to 
more serious complications* 

Pick up the telephone now and make an appointment for a 
FREE Examination with Dr* Jarvie* Phone: 873-6316* 
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Owens Valley Drug Co. 



(Established Since 1928) 

"FINEST PRESCRIPTION SERVICE" 

112 South Main Street • Bishop, California 93514 
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New York, February 18-- 
Nearly 3,700 cable subscribers 
in Bishop will see a free sample 
of movies, sports and specials 
when Bishop Cable TV, Ltd. begins 
an eight day free preview of Home 
Box Office, the nation’s leading 
pay cable service. The preview 
can be seen on cable channel 3. 

Beginning March 20th cable 
viewers can see original theatri¬ 
cal versions of such movies as 
the big box office hit ’’Apocalypse 
Now" with Marlon Brando and Martin 
Sheen, "Mary Poppins" with Julie 
Andrews and Dick Van Dyke, "Super¬ 
man The Movie" with Christopher 
Reeve, "Saturn 3" with Kirk Doug¬ 
las and Farrah Fawcett and many 
others. 

Also scheduled during the 
free sample will be entertain¬ 
ment specials from HBO, the larg¬ 
est producer in pay TV. Viewers 
can see "Vanities," HBO’s first 
theatrical presentation with Ann¬ 
ette O’Toole, Meredith Baxter- 
Birney and Shelley Hack and 
"Country Music: A Family Affair" 
a country music spectacular. 

In sports during the preview, 
HBO will present "HBO Sports Mag¬ 
azine", an in-depth program 
featuring today’s sports with 
hosts Barry Tompkins and Larry 
Merchant. 

"There are never any com¬ 
mercial interruptions on Home Box 
Office," explained system manager 
Mike Martell, "because HBO is a 
subscriber-supported service." 

The programs run the gamut from 
adult-oriented programming like 
"Thirst" a vampire thriller with 
David Hemmings to family fare like 
"Animalympics," an animated comedy 
using the voices of Gilda Radner 
and Billy Crystal. 

"HBO is distributed nation¬ 
ally via the latest domestic com¬ 
munications satellite, RCA’s 
SATCOM I, from HBO’s studio in 
New York," said Martell. "Our 
earth receive dish picks up the 
high quality signal from 22,300 
miles out in space and feeds it 
to our cable system." 

Viewers who subscribe to 
HBO will pay a monthly fee of 
$14.95 in addition to the regular 
cost of cable. For a limited time 
installation will be $10, half the 
regular price. 

Programs on HBO’s upcoming 
schedule will include "Dressed to 
Kill" with Angie Dickinson and 
Michael Caine, "The Fog" with Hal 
Holbrook, "Magnum Force" with 
Clint Eastwood and many others. 

Future specials on HBO will 
include "Melissa Manchester in 
Concert," a dazzling performance 
by one of the most versatile of 
today’s singers. 

"We hope that our cable 
subscribers will enjoy this new 
addition to our service," said 
Martell. "HBO is a real enter¬ 
tainment alternative." 

- Advertisement 


NOW, HBO HUVIILIES 
REALLY DONT MISS OUT 
ANNOUNCING FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 
EVERY WEEKDAY AFTERNOON. 

Now, every weekday from approximately 5:30 to 7:30, 
your whole family can enjoy HBO together. Share with your youngsters 
the classics you loved as a child, plus the best and 
newest feature films, animated specials and a host of 
wholesome, top-quality entertainment selected for family viewing. 

This month on HBO see 

Dressed to Kill Gilda Live 

The Black Stallion World Heavyweight Boxing 

Mac Davis in Concert Heaven Can Wait 

Escape from Alcatraz Raise the Titanic 

And the price is right: a whole month of HBO 
costs less than taking the family out to one movie. 

Call now. Find out why.. 

HBO Families Don’t Miss Out. 




Home Box Office 

CALL TODAY! 

HBO HOT LINE 
873-5854 

HD0is for 

Bishop area 
residents 
only. 
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P.O. Box 1268 
Bishop, CA 93514 
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News media Continued 

have plainly succeeded--and in 
recent months they have worked 
toward a county-wide "local and 



KNYO's Lloyd Higuera 

Succeeding in the home town 

area" news audience closely ri¬ 
valling in size that of top-rated 
KIOQ. 

And up in Mammoth Lakes ap¬ 
peared another competitor to fur¬ 
ther challenge Chalfant's Todd 
Watkins' long-held dominance of 
the news. Jay and Carol Cole 
started their brash new weekly 
newspaper, the Lakes District 
Review . By 1980, Cole could claim 


without too much contradiction 
that the Review had passed Wat- 
kin's Mono Herald in circulation. 
So spectacular had been Cole's 
growth that he was planning, late 
in 1980, to establish yet another 
weekly or bi-weekly, right on 
Watkins" home turf--Bishop. In 
that enterprise Cole talked ser¬ 
iously with Bob Wellman, who by 
then had been fired from KIOQ. 

But the Cole-Wellman negotiations 
fell through with Wellman insist¬ 
ing on a "daily newspaper," a 
project he still hopes to accom¬ 
plish with Sandy Harrison and a 
former Chalfant reporter-photo¬ 
grapher, Joshua Crabtree. 

Crabtree is another young 
firebrand, a journalistic purist. 

In a huff, Crabtree, 27, 
walked out on Chalfant late in 
1980. He claimed the local paper 
refused to print stories he 
thought important to the public 
interest. Last month, he told 
News-Letter that he "doesn't 
want to be vindictive, but I 
felt I was in a stranglehold, 
creatively. A number of stor¬ 
ies that deserved to get 
printed were pulled (out) by 
the publisher. I left because 
things had reached a point 
where, regardless of whose 
fault it was, the publisher 
and I couldn't work together 
for the good of the paper. I 
felt the best thing to do was 
to leave." Meantime, another 
Chalfant reporter sympathetic 
to Crabtree, Marilyn Fisher, 
was quietly simmering and 
making her own plans. 

In the few months since 
his departure, Crabtree has 
managed to form his own free¬ 
lance publications and consult¬ 
ing office—Multi-Media Services. 
Aside from selling his skills to 
various media buyers, Crabtree 
has shown himself to be a cre¬ 
ative influence in planning 


Wellman's proposed newspaper, 
and also in the planning of 
yet another proposed publication, 
Sierra Life Magazine. (That pro¬ 
posed magazine is the brainchild 
of a former Bishop Chamber of 
Commerce employee, Sandy DeKorne. 
It will not necessarily be a 
"hard news" publication.) 

****** 

As the public's thirst for 
"real news" increased, and as the 
Bishop area grew in what then ap¬ 
peared to be an expanding econ¬ 



Chalfant's Todd Watkins 

Sale complete/ - more or less 


omy, there arose a renewed inter¬ 
est in the Chalfant papers. For 
years, the idea of selling the 
Chalfant organization was argued 
and discussed; more than once 
negotiations had gotten underway 
with this or that potential buyer 
Finally, as 1980 drew to a close, 
one of the deals was completed-- 
more or less. The actual transfer 
of publishing plant and editorial 
policy has yet to occur as the 
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Chalfant's Ron Funk covers a fire at Bishop 

Assurances of vastly improved newspapers for Inyo-Mono 


potential new owners (represented 
by on-site Publisher Ron Funk) 
work out tax-saving measures in 
the sale. Meanwhile, Funk has 
named a former Montana publisher, 
Steve Boster, as the paper's 
general manager. But to what ex¬ 
tent Boster actually manages is 
a matter of both internal and 
outside conjecture, since Todd 
Watkins is still very much around. 
Many of his present and former 
employees question whether he is, 
even now, likely to surrender 
much of his long-entrenched con¬ 
trol over anything and everything 
from paper clips to editorials. 

Funk, meanwhile, remains on 
the scene, in the office and-- 
surprisingly-- outside the office 
personally covering news stories. 
He assures all who ask that the 
Chalfant papers will be vastly 
'’improved," once the new owners 
take command. 

Over at KIOQ, meanwhile, the 
news broadcasts were taking on- a 
new and sharper direction--but, 
as a few listeners complained, at 
the cost of some loss of subt- 
stance. Prior to the arrival of 
KIOQ's new news director, Randy 
Kerdoon, the news had fallen un¬ 
happily into hard times--with 
youthful rock-music-oriented 
disc jockeys attempting with 
shattering effect to take over 
what had previously been the two 
counties' top-rated news broad¬ 
cast. After Wellman was fired, 
there had followed the sudden, 
angry resignation of Sandy Har¬ 
rison, a Wellman loyalist. 

The result demonstrated that 
disc jockeys could not read news 


and gave rise to some questions 
about whether they can read at 
all. 
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a talent for newsgathering and 
for adding a kind of TV zing to 
Bishop radio. No doubt he has 
about the best vocal delivery in 
the valley. He also has a pen¬ 
chant for expanding the "local" 
news into long minutes of state 
and national news reporting. 

That latter inclination was less 
than warmly received, and it 
gained the disapproval of many 
telephone callers who by then had 
become spoiled on broad in-depth 
purely local coverage. In ex¬ 
planation, the latest word from 
management was, in effect, 
"They'll come around." 

For Kessler, that wasn't 
enough. For her quick response, 

see page 46. 

^ ° ****** 

As springtime rolls around- 
(and audiences and newspaper 
readerships dwindle as people 
move increasingly to the out-of- 
doors)--only a sharp and highly 
professional survey could say 
with certainty just which of 
Inyo’s three radio stations gar¬ 
ners the largest "local" audi¬ 
ence. KIOQ probably maintains its 
"first" position if for no other 
reason than the fact that its 
broadcasts reach out many miles 
beyond the limits of KNYO and 
KIBS--into Mammoth 
audience and 
opah and Ridg 
where the loc 
tuning in remains 
unanswered wi 
ance . 

As for Inyo-Mono's various 
publications, either proposed or 
existent, all are now plainly 
converging toward a competitive 
collision in an advertising mar¬ 
ket of tight-fisted limitations. 
(Only a percentage of experienced 
Continued page 46 
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Kessler and KIOQ's Kerdoon 

Style vs. substance on the former No. 1 news 
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NEVER ONE TO LET GO, WALLY TAKES UP THE JUDICIAL ACRO¬ 
BATICS BEHIND THE SCENES IN THE HANSON-DENTON CONTRO¬ 
VERSY, AND HE PUSHES FOR ACTION IN THE MONO EMBEZZLEMENT 
CASE...AND IN THE LATTER, HIS ENQUIRIES BRING ACTION 


I Wally 
,Charleston 




It's getting tougher to 
throttle down the old Muckraker 
in me. For sure, when it comes 
to reporting on Mono Politics, 
I'll never win popularity polls. 
At least not among the powers 
that rule us (or is that roll 
us?) But popularity is just a 
ten-letter word that fades with 
age. You can't take it to the 
bank. 

For the past decade or more 
Mono County has been criminally 
mismanaged by a bunch of fuzzy- 
brained boozers and self-serving 
misfits. Although a hefty number 
of them got the boot in the last 
election, and others were forced 
to resign or be fired, it may 
very well take the next full dec¬ 
ade to dump what's left. And that 
is still plenty. 

The fact is, corruption and 
malfeasance are still deeply 
rooted in Mono. In spite of grand 
juries, attorneys general and 
thunderous investigative reports, 
a few continue to grip tightly 
their abusive power. What's more, 
they may never be made to let go. 
Things may even get worse. 

* * ★ 

Now, probably, the prime ex¬ 
ample of political manipulation 
would be that which flaws our ex¬ 
tremely delicate justice system. 
Our superior courts. Our judges. 
It would seem incomprehensible 
that superior court judges who 
for one reason or another are 
assigned to high profile court 
cases involving Mono County 
officials or long-time friends of 
public officials would be white¬ 
washing their crimes, crimes de¬ 
termined by our grand juries. But 
some disturbing facts are piling 
up. 

These facts present the very 
real possibility that heavy 
strings were pulled in the 1978 
corruption cases against ex¬ 
supervisor and ex-political boss 
Gene Hanson and ex-county counsel 
district attorney Eddy Denton. In 
addition, this reporter is be¬ 
ginning to learn about some high¬ 
ly irregular flim-flam that's 
surfacing in connection with the 
prosecution of Josephine Poole, 
charged with multiple embezzle¬ 
ment of $75,000 while a county 
employee of the Mono General Hos¬ 
pital in Bridgeport. 

*** 


But first, a short explanation 
of some of the technicalities of 
our legal system: 

It is important to note that 
the system provides that defen¬ 
dants in any criminal matter(s) 
be allowed to challenge a sitting 
(local) judge. Second, a defen¬ 
dant may move to change the phy¬ 
sical location of all proceed¬ 
ings related to the charges. Law¬ 
yers refer to this as papering 
the local judge and changing 
venue . Further, in fairness to a 
defendant, all grand jury materi¬ 
al findings, on the motions of 
lawyers, can be sealed and caused 
to remain sealed until the public 
hearings begin. 

1978, 1979 and 1980 were un¬ 
questionably years of traumatic 
political upheaval in Mono County. 
District Attorney/County Counsel 
Eddy Denton had been fired as 
county counsel because of appar¬ 
ent conflicts of interest relat¬ 
ing to the Hanson/Denton corrup¬ 
tion charges; however, Denton was 
not relieved as district attor¬ 
ney. Bedlam reigned while the 
board of supervisors scrambled to 
fill the county counsel position 
and numerous applications were 
looked over by the supervisors 
for a permanent replacement. None 
of the applicants met the super¬ 
visors' approval... none until 
Neil Van Winkle of Mariposa Coun¬ 
ty. He arrived quietly in Mono 
County and. went unobtrusively 
from an interim temporary county 
counsel to permanent full-time 
county counsel. Attorney Lewis 
Selby was fired to make room for 
him. 

* * * 

Back to the Hanson/Denton 
case6: Both of the accused public 
officials made their initial 
appearance in the courts at 
Bridgeport. The supervisor and 
the district attorney stood with¬ 
out expression while the corrup¬ 
tion and misconduct charges were 
read sternly into the record by 
Mono County Superior Court Judge 
Harry Roberts. Following that 
procedure, lawyers for the defen¬ 
dants immediately papered Roberts, 
throwing the cases up for assign¬ 
ment to a judge assigned by the 
California Judicial Council 

Although it was never made 
clear to me how eligibility is 
arrived at in the judge selection 


process, I assumed that the cases 
assigned went to the judge whose 
turn was up, the one who'd risen 
to the top of the list, so to 
speak. Further, I assumed because 
of possible long-term political 
ties or friendships that no lo¬ 
cal judge who had been papered 
or who had disqualified himself 
would have the power to veto any 
other judge selected by the ju¬ 
dicial council to hear the mat¬ 
ters. 

Not so. 

As Judge Roberts explains it, 
he has no power to select judges; 
however, in the Hanson/Denton 
case, he did exercise discretion¬ 
ary power in stating to the Ju¬ 
dicial Council that he felt cer¬ 
tain qualifications of experienoe 
must be met by the judge selected 
to hear the case. Roberts also 
stated that "a couple of munici¬ 
pal court judges" whose names 
were on the Judicial Council's 
preferred list were rejected by 
him. 

* * ★ 

Judge Blaine Pettitt of Fresno 
County, a superior court judge, 
became an acceptable choice to 
Roberts. Pettitt had previously 
heard and ruled on a corruption 
case in Mariposa County that bore 
striking similarities to the 
Hanson/Denton cases. 

In Mariposa County several 
members of the board of supervi¬ 
sors had been'accused of corrup¬ 
tion and political misconduct. 
Judge Pettitt had, as an assigned 
judge, reviewed the Mariposa 
County grand jury's findings and 
struck the accusations of corrup¬ 
tion. As county counsel to the 
Mariposa Board of Supervisors, 

Neil Van Winkle had played an in¬ 
tegral part in the resolution of 
that particular corruption case. 
Then, in the fall of 1980, he was 
in Mono County, making emotional 
and impassioned speeches in de¬ 
fense of Gene Hanson who still 
faced misconduct charges. 

How did Van Winkle get from 
Mariposa County to Mono County? 

He says he resigned his position 
as county counsel in Mariposa 
County because of health reasons. 
His doctors warned him, he states, 
that the pressures and rigors of 
the job of county counsel were 
more than his health could with¬ 
stand. So he retired. 

-Continued next page- 
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Includes soup or salad bar & hot bread 

MONDAY—MEAT LOAF with vegetables 

and home fries; and an original recipe 

TUESDAY—STEW 

A vegetable and meat potpourri 

WEDNESDAY— THURSDAY 
SPECIAL FROM THE STEAMER 
CRAB LEGS 

FRIDAY—TROUT 
THE MOGUL RAINBOW 

A large boneless trout lightly marinated 

CHICKEN 

Marinated boneless breast of chicken 


SATURDAY—NEW YORK STEAK 

Nothing changed but the price 

SUNDAY—SWISS STEAK a la Josephine 
Peppers, tomatoes, onions and home fries 

FRIDAY— TUESDAY- 

VEGETABLE PLATE 

A variety of vegetables freshly steamed with 
your choice of butter sauce or cheese 

Beer & wine. 

No. 10 Mammoth Tavern Road 
934-3039 


SALAD BAR 
& SOUP 


Reservations 
accepted. 



Located on Mammoth Tavern Rd. directly 
behind Safeway 


Then, he says, while reading 
the advertisements in a legal 
journal he noticed one for an¬ 
other county counsel job, this 
one in Mono. After seeing this 
advertisement in three separate 
issues of the journal. Van Winkle 
states that he contacted the Mono 
County Board of Supervisors and 
offered to fill the vacancy only 
for the interim period during 
which the Mono supervisors sought 
permanent county counsel. Van 
Winkle's offer was accepted and 
he came to Bridgeport to take 
over timporarily the office of 
county counsel. (This was the 
period before elections when the 
feathers were flying over the 
Hanson matter. Pettitt had struck 
the corruption accusations and 
the attorney general was filing 
for a reinstatement of those 
accusations.) 

Van Winkle has since accepted 
the position of permanent county 
counsel at a yearly salary that 
ranks among the highest paid 
to any county counsel in the 
State of California. 

Bridgeport insiders who say 
they know, but don't wish to be 
named, state that Van Winkle was 
pushed onto the board by Gene 
Hanson, that the former supervi¬ 
sor knew Van Winkle during his 
previous job with the board of 
supervisors in Mariposa County, 
(supervisors ana county coun¬ 
sels meet regularly each year 
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around the state to compare 
notes, etc.) and was aware of his 
involvement with the corruption 
cases filed against the super¬ 
visors in Mariposa County. One 
member of the Bridgeport inner 
circle also states that Van 
Winkle and Hanson were well ac¬ 
quainted with each other long 
before Van Winkle appeared in 
Mono County, and that Van Win¬ 
kle's quiet ascent to power and 
permanent position probably 
were propelled by Hanson. 

But,it must be stated 
plainly that the inner 
circle speculators are just 
that...speculators . They 
fail to provide a single 
hard fact linking the talk 
to any solid foundation. 

But talk persists. 

And in the halls of power 
in and around Mono County, 

Van Winkle may well be a 
figure of puzzling contro¬ 
versy with regard to the 
Hanson - Van Winkle - 
Pettitt confusion. But, 
it's evident that the per¬ 
sonable county counsel con¬ 
tinues to build strength and 
capture the confidence of 
the press, new board mem¬ 
bers and most department 
heads. 

E.L. Maner, the brightest 
of all the bright prospects 
for a much-needed new be¬ 
ginning for our county gov¬ 
ernment goes on record de¬ 
scribing Van Winkle as a 
county counsel second to 
none in the state. 

Maner and the other sup¬ 
ervisors view Van Winkle's 
role in government as high- 
priced but money well spent 
in light of the shape the 
government is in. 

Is there a more direct link 
between the fortunes of Hanson 
and Pettitt? Apparently. There's 
land. Lots of it, all located in 
what formerly was Hanson's sup¬ 
ervisorial district and all 
owned by Judge Blaine Pettitt 
et al . The et al includes an¬ 
other judge, Denver Peckinpah, 
now retired from the California 
Judicial Council. The ownership 
of these hundreds of acres of 
land, all in split parcels, was 
not disclosed by Pettitt prior 
to or during the hearing of the 
charges against former supervi¬ 
sor Hanson. When asked by East¬ 
ern Sierra News Service about 
these real estate holdings, 
Pettitt claimed that he "had 
not known that the land I owned 
was in Hanson's district." 

Pettitt later stated to an¬ 
other Mono County news person 
that he had disclosed the fact 
of the land holdings during the 
course of the Hanson hearing: 
However, when the transcripts 
of that hearing were obtained 
by this other Mono County news 


person and closely examined, no 
such disclosure could be found. 

So Pettitt recanted again, 
saying he'd actually disclosed 
his holdings in private to 
Judge Roberts' bailiff. This 
disclosure evidently went no 
further than Judge Roberts' 
bailiff during the course of the 
adjudication of the Hanson case. 
Judge Roberts states that he 
personally did not know of the 
Pettitt land holdings. Only 
months later, long after many of 
the grand jury charges of cor¬ 
ruption against Hanson were 
struck by Judge Pettitt, were 
these large land holdings dis¬ 
closed to the public when this 
reporter discovered them through 
another non-judicial source. 

★ ** 

A frightening parallel to the 
Hanson case is the matter of 
Josephine Poole and the dis¬ 
appearance of $75,000 from Mono 
General Hospital in Bridgeport. 
For this embezzlement Ms. Poole 
has been arrested, arraigned 
and the venue of her trial has 
been changed to El Dorado County. 
That's about all that's been 
done so far. It's been nearly 
two years and two vacated trial 
dates since the theft was made 
public. The case is now stalled 


off calendar and in limbo with 
no further action presently 
scheduled. 

District Attorney Eddy Denton, 
a long-time personal friend of 
both Josephine Poole, the defen¬ 
dant, and her husband Richard 
Poole, former Mono County Direc¬ 
tor of Public Works, is personal¬ 
ly prosecuting the embezzlement 
case. There is still a question 
in the minds of many Mono County 
citizens about why Denton did not 
disqualify himself as prosecutor 
and defer the matter to the un¬ 
biased Attorney General. This did 
not happen 

Recently this reporter went to 
South Lake Tahoe, in El Dorado 
County, where the Poole case is 
active . (Poole's attorney, Frank 
Fowles of Bishop moved for a 
change of venue and the assign¬ 
ment went to Judge Terence Finney 
in El Dorado County.) The first 
stop was the court clerk/record¬ 
er's office where inquiries were 
made about the progress of the 
Poole case. The clerk/recorder 
went immediately to the file cab¬ 
inet where the records are kept 
and looked for the Poole file. 

She was obviously surprised 
and disturbed when she could not 
find the file in its logical 
place. She called the court clerk 
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in Placerville, the El Dorado 
County seat, to determine the 
whereabouts of the file, and 
was further surprised to dis¬ 
cover that the Poole file had 
been forwarded to Placerville. 

At that point the conversation 
between the two clerks overheard 
by this reporter was one-sided, 
consisting primarily of the 
South Lake Tahoe clerk repeating 
for clarification the information 
being given to her over the tele¬ 
phone by the Placerville clerk. 

The South Lake Tahoe clerk 
asked why the Poole file was in 
Placerville while the case was 
still active in South Lake Tahoe. 
Then she repeated "the dates... 
two trial dates...were vacated 
by the District Attorney from 
Mono County?" She asked what the 
current status of the case was. 
"In limbo?" When the telephone 
conversation ended, the clerk 
told me that obviously I had 
overheard all that had been dis¬ 
covered. She cut me off at that 
point and referred me to Judge 
Finney for all further questions, 
directing me to his courtroom 
across the hall. 

At noon I met with Judge 
Finney and discussed the status 
of the Poole case with him, at 
which time he acknowledged that 
two trial dates had been vacated 
and informed me that "plea bar¬ 
gaining" had been sought by the 
defense lawyers. His court did no 


plea bargaining, he stated. As 
to the status of the case, he 
stated that it was his fault that 
no trial date had been reschedul¬ 
ed and that the case remained 
"off calendar." He also advised 
me that District Attorney Ed 
Denton had requested a new date 
but that he "hadn't gotten around 
to it yet." 

*** 

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, 
Ed Denton had taken a 30-day 
leave of absence for a Boston 
trip (Insider Joke: "Probably by 
way of New Jersey") and the Poole 
case rests comfortably and quiet¬ 
ly somewhere "off calendar" in El 
Dorado County. Asked for his 
comments on the status of the 
Poole case, Judge Harry Roberts 
stated that "cases off calendar 
often get lost. I often worry 
about that." Then he quickly re¬ 
covered and offered the hope that 
Judge Finney's system was more 
efficient than his own and the 
Poole case would eventually be 
found again. 

"But you know," he concluded, 
"sometimes it's years before 
someone like Wally Charleston 
asks about a case like this." 

*** 

The integrity of our justice 
system is or should be a constant 
concern to all citizens in these 
times. There is an enormous re¬ 
spect for the men and women who 
wear the impressive black flow- 
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and building quality 
typewriters for nearly 
80 years is show¬ 
cased in the new 
SE-1000CD. 

This superior engi¬ 
neered machine has 
more advanced features 
and refinements than ever before 
to make every piece of cor¬ 
respondence, bulletins, reports 
typed on it a creative work of art. 

At the touch of the Auto¬ 
matic Correcting Key, its remark¬ 
able built-in correction system 
takes over and actually lifts 
errors off the paper without using 
messy liquids or inconvenient 
cover-up methods. Then, to provide 
additional flexibility, pitch can be 
switched from 10 to 12 characters 
per inch, and back again. And Adler 
has a distinctive selection of inter¬ 
changeable type style cores in both 



pitches. 

The Adler SE-1000CD pro¬ 
duces rapid, effortless typing with 
an array of features like 
express back spacing, half 
spacing, an automatic 
paper injector, and six 
repeat keys. The newly 

designed universal cartridge 
ribbon system is inter¬ 
changeable with other 
makes of single element 
typewriters. 

And if you only require 
a single pitch, single ele¬ 
ment machine, there’s the 
Adler SE-1000E, with carbon 
ribbon, the SE-1000F, with 
fabric ribbon, and the auto¬ 
matic correcting SE-1000C, 
with most of the features of 
the SE-1000CD. 

Increase office produc¬ 
tivity. Choose Adler’s latest and 
most versatile single element 
typewriter—the SE-1000CD. Return 
the coupon for an office demonstra¬ 
tion, or additional information. 

ASK FOR ADLER’S COMPLETE LINE 
OF QUALITY RIBBONS FOR 
ALL MAKES OF TYPEWRITERS. 


THE NEW 
ADVANCED 
ADLER SE-1000C 



BISHOP TYPEWRITER 

OFFICE PRODUCTS DIVISION 

Town ft Country Shopping Center 
62 1 w. Line, Bishop, ca 
<714) 873-5773 


40 





















































ing robes and safeguard our con¬ 
stitution and our laws. Judges 
are selected on the basis of wis¬ 
dom, reputation and a full know¬ 
ledge of certain pre-defined pro¬ 
fessional ethics. Not even the 
slightest appearance of a con¬ 
flict of interest or a hint of 
favoritism or political hanky- 
panky can be displayed in any 
case to which judges are assign¬ 
ed. Certainly not the preponder¬ 
ance uncovered in these cases. 

The Hanson/Denton cases, as 
they relate to Judge Blaine 
Pettitt, are now local history. 
They are blemished with unan¬ 
swered questions and undisclosed 
special interests on the part of 
a superior court judge. The tax¬ 
payers shelled out hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in the fur¬ 
therance of these cases and were 
insulted in the end with a bill 
for their defense costs. We were, 
essentially, deprived of jus¬ 
tice, then billed for it. 

About the Poole case, no end 
can yet be written to that at 
this time. We do, however, insist 
that it be placed back on the 
active calendar and properly ad¬ 
judicated . 

The readers of this column 
will be kept informed. 

This report reveals the ways 
political officials use the law 
and the courts to cover up the 
crimes of friends. Next issue, 


this reporter hopes to explain 
how these same political offi¬ 
cials used the law and the courts 
to attempt to frame those who 
would expose them. 



(Editor's note: Shortly 
after reporter Charleston 
began looking into the delay 
of the Josephine Poole trial 
court officials did finally 
set a date--March 9. But, 
once more, another dSlay, 
and the trial was continued 
until May 4. Reports indi¬ 
cated that the Eldorado 
County judge first had to 
hear a murder trial. 

Meanwhile, Charleston 
reflected on still another 
case involving DA Ed Denton: 
"It's amazing," commented WC, 
"how Denton gets involved 
in cases where he has had 
long-term relationships or 
friendships with the defend¬ 
ants and/or their families. 
Those defendants seem to 
end up with light sentences." 
Charleston pointed to the 
"Tom Hill case." 

In that matter, some 
months ago, Hill, who was a 


building department employ¬ 
ee, was accused of altering 
documents which were later 
used in a case against build¬ 
ing department inspector Lew 
Covert." Charleston says a 
district attorney's investi¬ 
gator managed to "get a con¬ 
fession from Hill." DA Den¬ 
ton took charge and the fel¬ 
ony charge of altering doc¬ 
uments was dropped to that 
of a misdemeanor. "Hill 
spent a week in the Mono 
County jail and not only did 
he get his job back...but 
got promoted to chief build¬ 
ing inspector." 

Says Charleston: Denton 
was a long-time friend of 
Hill's family.) 



The Whale Protection Fund 

CENTER FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
1925 K STREET NW 
WASHINGTON, D C 20006 




(714) 872-2211 
BISHOP, CA 93514 


□ □ □ Roy’s Jewelry, Gifts & Gourmet Skop 

124 No. Main St. 


41 























































I 


Dope? 

...not MY kids! 
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TV 

ARE MY KIDS ON DOPE? - First, don't be fooled; you'd probably prefer to think that 
YOUR kids are "different,” that they're not into drugs. Chances are, you're wrong. 
Watch for the signs: failing or sliding grades , red eyes, lethargy, defensiveness, 
and belligerant behavior. His or her former interests may wane; they may seem vag¬ 
ue or withdrawn - a tendency to oversleep, difficulty in concentrating. 


YOUR CHILDREN MAY ARGUE ABOUT "PROOFS" OF DOPE EFFECTS OR DAMAGE, Later studies of 

medical and psychiatric authorities all agree: Dope is hazardous, causes depressed 
minds . One marijuana cigarette causes more lung damage than 20 tobacco cigarettes. 
There may be damage to male and female reproductive systems, and to the brain. 

SOME KIDS ARGUE THAT MARIJUANA HAS NO RELATIONSHIP TO "HARD 1 ' DRUGS. Not true. Rec¬ 
ent studies show beyond doubt that at least 26% of "pot” users move on to cocaine, 
or even to heroin. The body develops a tolerance to marijuana and.after awhile the 
"kicks" are no longer there. Also, "pot" users are exposed to the class of people, 
the pushers, that urge harder, more profitable drugs, on them. 

"MOM AND DAD SMOKE AND DRINK, SO WHY CAN’T I USE DRUGS?" a good argument perhaps, 
but it won't hold up. First off, two wrongs don't make a right, and, secondly, Mom 
and Dad are more mature, better able (sometimes) to handle their habits. Besides - 
alcohol leaves the system quickly, in a few hours; marijuana and other drugs leave 
a residue that tends to collect in the system > 


WHY ARE KIDS ATTRACTED TO THE STUFF? First, there’s the peer group pressure, and a 
youngster's desperate need to "join," to be accepted by the crowd , Also there is a 
sense of well-being caused by drugs, a relaxation of normal fears among young peo¬ 
ple who sometimes have difficulty with responsibilities or emotions , Some will be¬ 
come addicted simply for the feeling of "pleasure" it seems to give them. Drug use 
is also a good way for youngsters to "get back" at authority or parental "rules." 


THE KIDS ARGUE THAT THEY'RE NOT HURTING "ANYONE BUT THEMSELVES" Again, this is not 
true . Money paid for drugs goes almost directly into the pockets of the fat cats - 
the people who are known to be in organized crime, and who are ready anytime to go 
to any means, including murder, to protect their interests. Also, drug use damages 
the family structure and is costly either for purchase or for later medical costs. 

HOW ABOUT THE ARGUMENTS TO "LEGALIZE" DRUGS? Forget it, even though it may seem to 
be "practical.” No nation or society in history has long survived after its system 
of laws surrendered all control of so-called "moral" issues. Unlike the production 
of alcohol, production of marijuana and opium poppies is hard to control by "regu¬ 
lation ." 
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Upstairs in The 
Cottonwood Piaza 

873-8282 



* IN 
STOCK 


SNOW TIRES 
RECAP SNOW TIRES 

TIRE STUDDING 


NEW - USED - RECAPPED 

-RADIAL TIRE HEADQUARTERS- 

ASK ABOUT DELTA'S "ROAD HAZARD & TRUCK GUARANTEE" 
• COMPUTERIZED BALANCING • CUSTOM WHEELS 

WESTERN • KEYSTONE • AMERICAN 
• WHEEL ALIGNING AVAILABLE 


DISCOUNT TIRE STORE 


—BISHOP STORE—, 

873-7442 

115 S. MAIN - BISHOP 


-BRIDGEPORT STORE 

932-7741 

MAIN ST. - BRIDGEPORT 
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A NEW KIND OF INYO SCOOP FOR TV REPORTER JIM MITCHELL / PLANS 
FOR AN ALL-NEW NEWS-LETTER (TWICE EACH MONTH?) / ECHOING THE 
CONTINUING GRUMBLES OVER THE "FLOAT" FIASCO / DEE OR "PEARL"? 


Benett 

Kessler 


RUMOR CONTROL DEPARTMENT: It is apparently not 
true that Don Bickle plans to start yet another 
bank in the Eastern Sierra. Bickle, a former 
Security Pacific official (and before that an 
officer of the old Inyo-Mono Bank) said that 
right now he is "enjoying a life of leisure." 

And why not? Bickle, along with several other 
major stockholders in the Inyo-Mono Bank, is re¬ 
ported to have made a killing when Security Pa¬ 
cific bought Inyo-Mono. But as for starting 
another bank, well, that's something else, and 
Bickle says he has no such plans. The area's 
newest bank, Bank of Mammoth, is meanwhile said 
to be faring quite well, thank you. B of M prez 
Wayne Wedeking last month announced with under¬ 
standable pride that his infant institution is 
rapidly growing - now up to $7 million in assets. 
That's a figure larger than anticipated for this 
early in the game. Wedeking, too, was a part of 
the old I-M chain. A little miffed when he got 
edged out of a top spot in Bishop's SP office, 
he did start another bank. 

* * * * 

LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT, or something like that: 
Judging from the number of enquiries we've had, 
some of you are wondering about the whereabouts 
of News-Letter partner Patricia Duncan. It seems 


Her ticket out 

News service 
partner Patri¬ 
cia Duncan 
remained in 
the background 
when television 
reporter Jim 
Mitchell was in 
Inyo to cover 
the child mol¬ 
estation cases 
in Big Pine . 

They later "met" 
at a Bishop 
party . 


Duncan has opted to give up the ulcer factory in 
Independence for smog - and love - in Los Angel¬ 
es. Her ticket out? None other than LA's Chan¬ 
nel 2 television newsman Jim Mitchell who on re¬ 
cent weekends had been hanging in obvious lone¬ 
liness around the news service office at Inde¬ 
pendence. Mitchell and Duncan met at a party 



in Bishop given by attorneys Paul Rudder and Ed 
Forstenzer for Inyo's new lawyer, Kenney Scruggs. 
From there on in, it was a Romeo and Juliet 
attraction all the way. The sudden bonding 
strengthened as the phone lines between Inde¬ 
pendence and L. A. stayed busy over the next few 
weeks and, finally, in a matter of minutes, Dun¬ 
can made up her mind, leaving only a departing 
note by way of explanation. It has been sug¬ 
gested that wedding bells have been heard ring¬ 
ing in the far distance but up to now we haven't 
heard about a definite date for any possible 
leap into the orange blossoms. 


* # # # 

AND SO, LATE AGAIN: Duncan's unannounced depar¬ 
ture did little to help speed along News-Letter's 
publication dates. And so...after a complete 
reorganization, the injection of some working 
capital, equipment, and a Duncan replacement, the 
News-Letter's minor disaster may yet turn into a 
plus for the readers. After this edition, we're 
planning a whole "new look", and twice-a-month 
publication. Stay tuned, but meanwhile, for more 
information on what's happening not only here, 
but in the other media in Inyo-Mono, see a story 
elsewhere in these pages.... 

# # * # 

PEOPLE ARE STILL TALKING, months later, about 
the Bishop "float" fiasco. Seems a number of 
business people got together to collect twenty 
grand, no less, to co-sponsor (with the City 
of Montebello) a float in the Rose Parade. For 
their efforts and cash Bishop received about 
three seconds television exposure (in a camera 
long shot) of the float, and not even a mention 
in the Rose Bowl Parade program. Ah, well, 
life's a crap game and you can't win 'em all. 

The twenty thou that went down the tube (instead 
of on it) could have bought at least two 30-sec- 
ond commercial spots on net television. Adver¬ 
tising and public relations are no longer the 
simple "promotions" they used to be. Such gim¬ 
micks as a co-sponsored float went out with the 
Eisenhower days of the 50's, and PR and adver¬ 
tising have become highly sophisticated sciences 
involving surveys, market research, and very 
professional copy and camera work. For $20,000 
the whole county could enjoy the services of a 
trained professional PR and advertising man who 
could not only bring in the tourists, but also 
handle the crucial PR work in the water issue. 

# # # * 

TRAVELERS: To New Zealand, Australia, Fiji and 
Tahiti, Mammoth Contractor Rudy Moralis. Headed 
in the same direction, another contractor, Ken 
Kessler of Bishop. To Singapore, Sam Dean of 
Bishop. Booked for a Hawaii trip: some 20 mem¬ 
bers of the Mammoth High graduating class, after 
graduation of course. Returned from a cruise on 




















the ’’Love Boat" 
the Panama bit. 


Don Bickle (see above) who did 


NOW THAT THE ROCK'S GONE, so are most of the 
troublesome types who used to hang around Bish¬ 
op's Whiskey Creek to guzzle beer and listen to 
noise. When the management got rid of the 
country and rock bands, the clientele improved 
immeasurably, which has got to be good news for 
the after-five crowd, and the diners. The si¬ 
lence is music to our ears, and so, thanks. 
Later, this summer, a welcome innovation for 
Inyo: a softer sound, "lounge music." Thanks, 
now we can hear ourselves talk. 


NOW IT CAN BE TOLD: One of the Inyo supervsiors 
is less than wildly happy about his name which, 
we are told, is "Pearl." It seems that Super¬ 
visor P.D. Cook's first county pay check was 
made out to "Pearl Cook", his "legal" name, and 
he wasted no time in setting things right. 
Cook's preference is to be known as "Dee" Cook. 
Okay, Dee, but we do think "Pearl" is kind of 
cute...Right? 


AND MAY THE NEWS in your day be good news 
every day, 

Sincerely, 




'Welcome to die&/ortnandy' c Inri... 
ati experience in fine diqitig 

c Veal Cordon cffleu 

Veal steak. Finely prepared, 
covered with ham and smothered 
in wine and cheese sauce 

G Scampi c FaiTci * 

Jumbo shrimp, stuffed with our 
own seafood blend, delicately 
sauteed in wine, butter and herbs 

'Terfyaki ^Sirloiq^ 

Top sirloin marinated in our 
special sauce, charbroiled as you 
like it 


Escargots a la Bourguignonne 
Quiche Lorraine 
Marinated Herring 
Oysters on the Halfsheil 
a la Normandy 


Cocktails 5pm 
Dinner from 5 30 
Open 7 days 

Crowley Lake Dr 

Just off US 395. 
at Long Valley Turnoff 
Two miles south of 
Mammoth Lakes Airport 
Telephone: (714) 935-4405 




Phone (714) 873-8666 


Cottonwood Plaza 
-Suite H 



785 North Main 


MARSHA LOWE 
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CALLING IT QUITS AT KIOQ 

THE NEWS 
MOVES TO 
KMMT, KNYO 

Claiming KIOQ "is not 
running my stories 
Kessler goes elsewhere 



Media continued - 

businessmen have truly realized 
the value--in high dollar prof- 
its--of consistent advertising). 
In this, a day of increasingly 
high publications costs, dis¬ 
turbingly high interest rates 
and galling distribution prob¬ 
lems, news publishing is not a 
field lightly entered into. 
Wellman’s plans for a daily news¬ 
paper (It will also cover Mammoth 
he says) may yet materialize; 
his colleagues and fellow suffer¬ 
ers, even a number of his appare- 
ent news competitors, seem now to 
be pulling for him. But the in¬ 
vestments involved are not 
small, and fast "cash flow" for 
news media is non-existent. 

Scores of aspiring publishers in 
the U.S. each year paper their 
walls and fill scrapbooks and 
memoirs with the yellowing pages 
of now-defunct newspapers. 

***** * 

But out of it all -- the 
hirings, the firings, the kree- 
jerk reactions and quick changes' 
of direction or emphasis--"the 
media" of Inyo-Mono has finally 
begun to sound like a serious 
public voice. Official agencies, 
politicians, bureaus and utili¬ 
ties agencies are beginning to 
take notice--sometimes with 
stunned concern. The public is 
beginning to discover in a 
very real way just what had been 
going on all the time in gov¬ 
ernment, and the public seems to 
be reacting. Up in Mono County, 
for instance, a miniscule part 
of "the media" had been nothing 
more than a three-or-four-page 
typewritten hand-out--the now 
infamous Muckraker . The Muck- 
raker literally brought down a 



Wally Charleston 

...a miniscule part? 


large segment of the administra¬ 
tion of the Mono County govern¬ 
ment and effected election de¬ 
feats for more than one county 
supervisor. (The Muckraker 's 
noisy publisher, Wally Charleston, 
later joined the News-Letter as 

Continued page 48 


For weeks, ever since Bishop's KIOQ brought in 
a new news director (P.35) , there had been more and 
more Kerdoon and less and less Benett Kessler. Inex¬ 
plicably , there had also been a heavy increase of 
"state news” at the expense of Kessler's "local 
news" - a sit uati cn that had prompted scores of com¬ 
plaining calls to Kessler's Independence office from 
an audience she had built up over the past four years 
with KIOQ . So, at the end of March, she claimed KIOQ 
had broken the * agreement she had made with its prev¬ 
ious management, and she called it quits. Now, from 
Mammoth's KMMT and Lone Pine 1 s KNYO, she, along with 
the news service's reporter Marilyn Fisher, will cov¬ 
er the same audience. 


BE AN LPG * CONVERT 

better 


★ Liquid Petroleum Gas 





CAL GAS-BISHOP, Inc 


• N. MAIN STREET 

• LONE PINE- 


Call 873-6371 
- 876-4420 


MAMMOTH-934-6333 

Ready to serve your propane needs. 
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Media , continued 

a columnist.) 

With the discovery of such 
evident press power, either pub¬ 
lished or broadcast, the station 
owners and the publishers raced 
into a frantic competition for 
talent. Emerging suddenly as one 
of the single most sought-after 
was Chalfant’s reporter-photog¬ 
rapher, Marilyn Fisher, who was 
surprised and more than a little 
flattered by all the attention. 

For weeks, the 25-year-old Fisher 
was hotly pursued by virtually 
every established or proposed 
media outlet from Mammoth to 
Independence. Fisher is a jour¬ 
nalism graduate of Cal State 
Northridge who came to Bishop 
from an internship on the Los 
Angeles Times. Her media suitors 
found her to be sharp of eye in 
photography, accurate of term 
in writing, and knowledgeable in 
; both print media production and 
radio. The wooing began almost 
immediately after word got out 
that Fisher--not unlike Crabtree 
--might be shopping for a spot 
better suited to her talents. In 
January and February Fisher en¬ 
gaged in almost constant negoti¬ 
ations with a radio representa¬ 
tive, with the Lakes District 
Review , with Wellman and with 
Eastern Sierra News Service. In 
th£ same time period she was also 
deluged with offers from San Die¬ 
go, Dallas, the Hawaiian Islands 
and virtually every other place 
she had ever previously applied 
for a job. 

Once assured that News-Let¬ 
ter planned to increase its pub- 
dications to twice-a-month, she 
joined forces with Benett Kessler. 

****** 

Through it all, the area’s 
reporters and editors were get¬ 
ting to know each other, were in 
fact virtually tripping over each 
other--sometimes abrasively--at 
any public event warranting cov¬ 
erage. And the public was now 
at last getting the real news, 
and getting it on a highly com¬ 
petitive basis. Maybe it was time 
for the newsfolk to get to better 
know each other, and to set up 
game plans and game rules... 

For several months, News- 
Letter editor John Heston had 
talked vaguely off and on about 
the need of an "Inyo-Mono Press 
Club.” For starters, he called 
a dinner meeting at Mammoth’s 
Captain’s Table Restaurant and 
for a speaker he turned up with 
a "name” well respected by news¬ 
men everywhere--no less than Bill 
Farr of the Los Angeles Times, 
now famous for his Manson case 
coverage that landed him in jail. 
Until recently, Farr had been 
president of the Los Angeles 
Press Club where Heston had ear¬ 
lier met him as a member. Farr 
flew into the Eastern Sierra to 
tell the gathered newspeople that 



New press club president Marilyn Fisher 

.shopping for a spot better suited to her talents" 


they’d be wise to keep their new 
press club out of the hands of 
their bosses, the governmental 
bureaus and the public relations 
people, and allow only "working 
newspeople" to manage it. In a 
unanimous vote, they agreed. 

Then, at a second organiza¬ 
tional meeting, the new club’s 
membership turned out at Bishop’s 
Enrico’s Restaurant to elect 
officers. A dark-horse candi¬ 
date, one who over many months 
had earned the respect of all, 
was both surprised and pleased. 
The choice for the club's first 
president: Marilyn Fisher. 

One medium that has 
get to be tapped,as far as 
local news coverage is con¬ 
cerned, is television . 

In past gears a group 
of volunteers had come to¬ 
gether to produce some lo¬ 
cal TV programming, but as 
far as news content was 
concerned, coverage was on 
a hit-or-miss basis. The 
Communitg Video Project-- 
or CVP 3 for short-- used 
the Bishop Cable channel 3 
to show evergthing from 
local sports and an occa¬ 
sional public meeting, to 
student-produced programs. 

Now, however, CVP 3 
will move to channel 12 
to make room for Bishop 
Cable's new Home Box Office 
offerings and there seems 
to be a new commitment to 


re.gular coverage of citg 
news events . At the end of 
March a drg run was held at 
a recent Bishop Citg Coun¬ 
cil meeting in preparation 
for regular, live broadcast 
of the twice-a-month ses¬ 
sions. Regular coverage of 
the meetings in their en¬ 


tirety is expected to begin 
in earlg April. 



Press Club speaker Farr 
• .with some good advice a- 
bout government bureaus and 
public relations types ... 

■ 
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Photo: Marilyn Fisher 












CATCH 


TION OF SPRING 


PENTAX 


RUGGED 

CONTENDER 


Small, light, easy to use: Pentax MX is a star in the field. It scores 
points with its sturdy durability, too. Attach the optional motor drive 
or auto-winder, and keep on top of all the action. The game plan is 
simple... when toughness, agility, and professionalism are your goals. 
Pentax MX puts you in front. 


1 Revolutionary GPD metering system for fast, accurate response. 
' Non-flicker LEDs for complete creative control. 

' Interchangeable focusing screens. 

1 “Magic Needle” loading system. 


► Durable and sturdy all metal body. 

* Accessory Auto-winder. Motor Drive. 

' Backed by full line of Pentax accessories. 


PHILLIPS 

CAMERA HOUSE 


Come in for a demonstration 


'll be 


872-4211 * 186 N. Main ♦ Bishop 
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More and more these days, it seems the American businessman--even the small businessman-- 
is regulated by the government to the point where he feels he is no longer in control of 
his own destiny. Agency upon costly agency crops up, each thrusting volumes of rules, 

regulations, and burdensome paperwork into business firms struggling to make a go of it in 
an otherwise "free enterprise", system. At what point does government cease to work * for 
the people" and begin to impede the growth of business? 


Clearly, there is a need for a delicate balance... 
an equilibrium between a free enterprise system 
responsible enough to make excessive regulations 
unnecessary, and a government responsive enough 
to recognize the harmful effects of over-regula- 
tion. In the end, everyone will benefit when the 
scales fall evenly into balance. 
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